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PREFACE. 



These Sermons were preached to my flock at Lea- 
yenheath: in them I have endeavoured to explain 
and enforce the Sacraments of Ohrist, as they are 
held and administered by the Church of England, 
and also the Service of Confirmation ; trusting that 
the humble attempt may not be altogether without 
practical use and edification to those into whose hands 
the volume may fall. 

It cannot be denied that the present time is a most 
remarkable and critical one : perhaps the most so of 
any period since the Eeformation. 

Our holy Faith is sussailed, not by infidels and 
papists fi:om without, but by false Mends within the 
bounds of our Zion ; yea, by those who firom the 
prominent position they occupy amongst us, ought to 
have been the defenders of her ramparts and battle- 
ments. Yea, these men are now concerned in sapping 
the foundations of our fedth ; for whatever weakens 
the authority of Holy Scripture is a loosening of the 
foimdation. 
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In our days, this haB been done by learned Divines 
and dignified Ohurclunen. Professing themselves to 
be wiser in this matter than those who went before 
them, they have verified the Scripture, that "The 
wisdom of this world is foolishness with God." (1 
Cor. iii. 19.) Forsooth, they make themselves out to 
be wiser than the Saviour of the World, imputing 
partial ignorance of past or future events to Him, 
of whom it is declared that He made the world. 
(John i. 10.) But they will not give Him the glory 
due unto His name ; their intellectual pride hinders 
them &om accepting Him in the character in which 
Scripture proposes Him to us, and which is the only 
light in which His glorious Person can be compre- 
hended, — ^namely, sus the God-man, Emmanuel : very 
God and very Man. 

To think that He is less than this, is to cast a slur 
upon TTiR character, and to dim the lustre of His 
glory. Again, what imperfect notions prevail now- 
a-days of the depravity and corruption of human 
nature, the sad consequence of the Fall of our first 
parents. It is thought that man has some good left 
in him, and that therefore he may be raised up and 
improved without that thorough work of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost insisted upon by the 
Apostles and by our Lord himself. The consequence 
of which teaching is that defective measures and 
salves of no value are applied to remedy man's 
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miseries. The festenng wound of his nature's sin 
is not probed to the quick, and he is suffered to 
sleep on, unawakened to a sense of his danger 
and guilt. 

From this false view of human nature arises also 
the disparagement of l^e Atonement of Christ. 

If human nature has some good lefb in it, which 
the man is to keep and improve, and add to, and 
so raise himself up to a standard of worthiness fit for 
the Divine acceptance, — then where is the need of 
the shedding of the Saviour's blood ? Then, when 
Scripture points to Him as '* the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world," surely it must be 
interpreted in some other way than to suppose that 
by His death He made a sacrifice for the sins of the 
whole world ! K man's case is not desperate then he 
need not cling to the horns of the altar of Jesus' 
cross alone for mercy and pardon from God the 
Father. If it is pireached that man has some merit 
left in him, in that very degree will the merit of the 
blood of Jesus be depreciated : the need of it. is not 
felt, and the grace ahd worth of that wondrous * 
(Bering of Himself is not discerned. 

But why is there not a more prevailing feeling of 
innate oepravity, constraining to the experimental 
acknowledgment of the imiversal depravity and cor- 
ruption of human nature ? It is because men have 
low views of God, and of the 'g^T&^^Jso^ ^^JL^S^^^^s^ 



' X PEEFAOE. 

law. They care not to consider that that law refers 
to the inmost thoughts and motives of the heart* 
that it condemns even " the thought of foolishness as 
sin " (Prov. xxiv. 9) ; and that not seldom " that 
which is highly esteemed among men is abomination 
in the sight of Gfod" (Luke xvi. 15) ; that " whoso- 
ever is angry with his brother without a cause shall 
be in danger of the judgment." (Matt. v. 22.) If 
the law of God were seen in its brightness and the 
perfection of its holiness, the contemplater would 
not be able to bear the shining of its glory, through 
the discovery of his own vileness, imperfection, and 
deficiency. 

It is the low and declined state then of the pro- 
fessing Church which gives rise to the spurious and 
defective doctrines of the present day. The generality 
of professing Christians are probably no further en- 
lightened on these things ; hence the demand for a 
doctrine suited to their condition : that may not be 
unpalatable to them, but what they may approve 
and applaud, and be satisfied with, seeing that there 
is no rousing element thrown into their consciences 
to disturb them, and interfere with their complacent 
views of themselves. The language of the Christian 
world is still " speak unto us smooth things " (Isai. 
XXX. 10), for such we love to hear. 

In the present day, an undue admiration, nearly 
allied to a kind of worship, is given to intellect. If 
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a man is very clever, and has disting^uislied himself 
above his compeers, especially if he has had boldness 
and originality to strike out a new path, he is looked 
up to as a hero or demi-god, and the men of ordinary 
minds are apt to follow him blindly, without being 
careful to test his works by their moral worth, and 
by the principles of eternal truth contained in the 
Word of God, the only true standard of excellency. 
It is overlooked that intellect may err, and swerve 
from the right way, as well as conduct ; and that a 
perverse and crooked intellect is as obnoxious to the 
Divine judgment as gross immorality, and is likely 
to do even greater mischief. 

Since God has given us a Law and a Eevelation of 
His will ; since He has sent His only begotten Son 
to teach us, man is responsible for thinking aright, 
as much as he is for acting aright. He can now 
make no plea of ignorance to excuse his unbelief. 
It is not left to a man's own choice or liberty of 
will whether he will believe or no, as God "now 
commandeth all men everywhere to repent." (Acts 
xvii. 30.) His commandment has gone forth, which 
is this, — "That we should believe on the name of 
His Son Jesus Ohrist, and love one another, as He 
gave us commandment." (1 John iii. 23.) As we are 
not then at liberty to reject Christ, we must receive 
TTiTn in the particular character and relation in 
which He is set forth to us in holy Scru^tMssi. tss^ 
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therefore it behoves every person, in the present day 
especially, when so many new views are propounded, 
as he would desire the favour of Gh)d at the last, to 
diligently, carefully, patiently, and impartially exa- 
mine the sacred records for himself, that he may 
know what the mind of Gk)d is concerning the great 
matters of our fedth ; and that so he may be building 
upon a sure foundation, and not upon the mere 
opinions and views of a fellow-worm of the earth, 
like himself. Were this method more adopted, with 
earnest prayer for the Spirit's teaching,^we should 
not hear of so many being led away with one false 
doctrine after another, that rises to the surface of the 
religious world, and that presents itself with more 
or less of seductiveness to the particular mind of the 
inquirer. I am more and more impressed with the 
belief that nothing less than the Word of God, ap- 
prehended spiritually and experimentally, will be 
able to keep the children of God in the present day 
of conflict, excitement, and novelty, from being led 
away with the errors that are rife in these latter days. 
But if safety, security, and stability be desired, they 
will be found there, under the shadow of His wings, 
and in the heart-depths of His blessed and glorious 
promises. A soul quenched at the well-head of the 
fountain has no relish for the turbid streams of man's 
mixing, which will be foimd at last to be cisterns 
that can hold no water. (Jer. ii. 13.) 
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Of this sort are the Popish doctrines which some in 
our Protestant Church show a disposition to return 
to, forgetting what manner of spirit they are of, or 
ought to be of, as ministers of a Church reformed 
from Popery. Not only are the presumptuous and 
unauthorized innovations of the advanced Bitualists to 
be reprobated, as an open return to the abominations 
of Popery, but the insidious doctrine of Absolution, 
as taught and advocated by the leader of the High 
Church School. 

Dr. Pusey says, in his letter to the " Times," 
Nov. 13, 1866, '* The Prayer-book, not we, taught 
confession." But is it fair and right to quote the 
Book of Common Prayer in justification of Confession, 
as inculcated and practised by the ultra High Church 
party? We deny that there is anything in our 
Protestant Prayer-book to justify such an assertion. 
Confession to a minister is alluded to twice in it ; 
but in both cases it is exceptional, and to meet an 
extraordinary case. First, in the Communion Service: 
in the exhortatory notice to be read on the Sunday 
preceding the administration of the Lord's Supper, 
one of the means to worthily partaking is, '' to confess 
yourselves to Almighty God, with fall purpose of 
amendment of life ;" and then in the case of this 
and the following of other godly directions, failing to 
impart a quiet conscience to the person preparing for 
the Holy Communion^ he is directed to i:«^«2a: \Rk\sia^ 
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own, '^ or to some other discreet and learned minister 
of God's Word, and open his grief ; that hy the minis- 
try of God* 8 holy Word he may receive the benefit of 
absolution, together with ghostly counsel and advice, 
to the quieting of his conscience, and avoiding of all 
scruple and doubtfulness." Now, it is evident from 
this, that our Church supposes that confession of sin 
to Almighty Gk)d, accompanied with searching self- 
examination and hearty repentance, is ordinarily a 
sufficient preparation for the holy Oommunion ; but 
in the case of any one oppressed with grief on accoimt 
of sin, and distracted with doubts, it may be, as to 
the nature of the Sacrament, and the method of his 
acceptance with God, and imable to quiet his con- 
science by secret prayer and meditation, he is then to 
seek the ooimsel and advice of some learned and 
discreet minister, who is, it nowhere says to absolve 
him, but to endeavour to impart to him ** the benefit 
of absolution by the ministry of Gk)d's holy Word." 
Now surely it can be nothing less than the straining 
of plain words to deduce from this that the Church 
of England inculcates the practice of habitual stated 
confession to a priest, with the view of receiving 
absolution from him, or that she in the slightest 
degree encourages it in her members. The Church 
directs her distressed or weak member to some godly 
and discreet minister, that he may receive spiritual 
counsel and consolation '^ through the ministry of God's 
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Word " and prayer, — not that he may formally con- 
fess his sins to him, and be formally absolved by 
him. There is no intimation or hint of such a power 
as this being inherent in the minister. 

The other place where Absolution is mentioned is 
in the Service for the Visitation of the Sick. 

We may here premise that by the 67th Canon of 
our Church, the use of this service is optional with 
the minister who is a preacher. It is evident, then, 
that our Church meant not hereby to inculcate the 
doctrine of private particular confession to a priest, 
and absolution from him. Again, the form of Abso- 
lution seems only intended to be used when the sick 
person's " conscience is troubled with any weighty 
matter," which he is to be moved to make a special 
confession of ; and then the Priest may absolve him, 
" if he humbly and heartily desire it," in the form 
there specified : after which absolution, most earnest 
prayer is stiU offered by the minister, that our " most 
loving Eather would not impute imto him his former 
sins." This prayer, which our Church enjoins to be 
used directly after absolution, is in itself a proof that 
she does not suppose that the priest has any power 
inherent in himself by any commission that he has 
received, to absolve from sin, but that the real for- • 
giveness must flow from the mercy of God, sdone to 
be sought through the merits of Christ. To build up, 
therefore, a theory and system of private caxsiSssss^ssa. 
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to a priest, to be followed by hid absolution, for all 
devout Christians, or to assert that it is recommended 
by our Cburcli from the two places that have been 
referred to in her services, is surely straining things 
unwarrantably, to serve a purpose and advocate a 
favourite but pernicious practise of the Church of 
Borne. 

We cannot conceive a practise more certain to be 
demoralizing, degrading, and injurious to both priest 
and people, than this one of Auricular Private Con- 
fession. In the first instance, the priest is quite out 
of his place here. His duty is to " preach the Word " 
(2 Tim. iv. 1,2); and to apply the Word to the heart 
and conscience. His office extends not beyond that of 
a Minister of the Word : " Who then is Paul, and 
who is ApoUos, but ministers by whom ye believed ? " 
(1 Cor. iii. 5.) It belongs not to him to probe and 
search the heart and conscience of a fellow-sinner 
like himself. In so doing he presumptuously invades 
the sacred and divine office of the Incarnate Word of 
God Himself, whose prerogative it is, by his Spirit, 
to be ''a Discemer of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart " (Heb. iv. 12) : that is, to discover the sinner 
to himself, inwardly, silently, spiritually; to convince, 
to enlighten, and to heial the wounded spirit, and to 
cleanse the guilty conscience through the application 
of the virtue of the Blood once shed upon the cross. 
(Heb. ix. 14.) 
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This has ever been, and ever must be, the only 
process whereby the sinner can be restored to the 
favour of Ood, and obtain true peace of conscience. 
The only part assigned to man in this matter, is to 
minister the Word and Truth of God to poor perishing 
ignorant sinners, and to all classes and descriptions of 
sinners, that they may be thoroughly convinced and 
truly repent, and so be brought to believe in Jesus 
the Saviour of sinners. Beyond this, and the admi-> 
nistration of the two Sacraments, — ^Baptism and the 
Supper of our Lord, — ^no minister has a right to go. 
And if he presume to go beyond this, he does it at 
his peril, and has no warranty of Scripture to support 
him. 

To recommend, then, confession to a priest, to an 
inquiring sinner, is to put him upon a false notion of 
the way of obtaining peace with Gk)d and forgiveness 
of his sins. It is substituting a device of man for 
the glorious Gospel of the blessed Gk)d. It is ig- 
noring the priesthood and intercession of Christ, 
through whom the sinner may now transact his affairs 
directly with God, without the intervention of any 
human medium. And it is the introduction of a 
system which must tend to the hardening of the 
conscience, and to the . destruction of all the kindly 
and generous impulses of the soul ; and the subju- 
gating of all the faculties of the man to the will of a 
priestly tyrant. 
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In prepekring to send this volume forth to the 
public — ^the first-fruits of my pen, — ^I would most 
sincerely and affectionately entreat my brethren of 
the ministry to give "place by subjection, no, not for 
an hour," to the Eitualistic novelties of the day. If 
the Lord has taught me anything, or I know anything 
of the truth of God, I believe the movement to be 
essentially Popish in principle and spirit. If Bome 
is right, then are they right ; only, how unfair and 
dishonest it is for them to continue in our Protestant 
Eeformed Church ! It becomes then every true faith- 
ful minister of the Church of England to remember 
that he is a minister of a Protestant Beformed 
Church, whose very existence is derived from her 
protest against Bomish error. 

"What, then, are we to do in this perilous time ? 
What? but to maintain that Protest which the 
Fathers of our Church gave, maintained at the risk 
of their lives, and sealed with their blood. If every 
one of our clergy who is loyal to his Church (and 
surely there are many such), were to do this, the 
effect would be marvellous, and the pest would be 
stamped out. Surely this is safe ground to take, 
even by those who would wish to avoid going to 
extremes : nor only safe, do not the times make it 
imperative ? 

We believe that there are many sincere godly men 
who have hitherto kept aloof from controversy with 
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the view to avoid strife, wishing to be peace-makers ; 
but surely the time has now come when it is necessary 
that we should ^' earnestly contend for the faith once 
delivered to the saints." Peace is good, but Truth is 
more important, for there can be no real peace with- 
out Truth ; and the Truth is now assailed, the very 
existence of our Protestant Church is at stake. Men 
must now decide for one side or the other ; they cannot 
long remain neutral, lest, imitating the sinful indiffer- 
ence and neutrality of Meroz, they bring upon them- 
selves her bitter curse, " Because they came not to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty." (Judges v. 23.) 
Let our good undecided men then become decided on 
the Truth's side ; let them study the writings of the 
Founders of our Church, and let them reiterate their 
noble protest against Bome and Popish error : above 
all let there be a more humble, reverent, prayerful, 
and painstaking study of- Holy Scripture, which will 
prove to be the best armour against Popery and 
Eitualism, infidelity, and semi-infidelity ; so will the 
man of God be thoroughly furnished for his great 
and holy work. When a man speaks from his very 
heart what he has believed from his very heart, he 
will speak both earnestly and feelingly, and he can- 
not but make an impression ; and if the Word of 
God is his constant g^de, and he is ever humbly 
depending upon the teaching of the Spirit of God, 
besides using such other aids of eminent Divines who 
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have gone to their rest, bnt whose works follow them, 
he cannot be far out of the mark in what he states. 
And in the present day we must be confident in what 
we state, and show that we have grasped firmly our- 
selyes the truths which we propound. 



Ipatokh, ^P^ 1868. 
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^^He that helieveth and is baptized shaU be saved; biU he that 
beUeveth not shaU be damned." — ^Mabk xvi. 16. 

These are the words of our Saviour Christ : and 
a peculiar solemnity attaches to them, as having 
been spoken by Him to His apostles after His 
passion and resurrection. They are found in His 
final charge that He gave to them before He was 
received up into heaven. We may imagine that, 
at such a time, our Lord delivered plain and ex- 
plicit statements to His disciples ; since the matter 
for doctrine concerning Him was now almost 
closed, and nothing now remained to be fulfilled 
respecting Him but His ascension into heaven, 
and session at the right hand of God, by right of 
His meritorious sufferings, and obedience unto 
death, — as our High Priest, Mediator, and Inter- 
cessor. It is not likely that, at such a time, there 
would be anything ambiguous, or capable of being 
explained away, in the words of Jesua. .^Aw^^i's* 

B 
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the personification of "the Truth," on such a mo- 
mentous occasion, His words would be truly like 
" silver tried in a furnace of earth ; purified seven 
times." (Psalm xii. 6.) 

He gives His apostles a commission and charge, 
— "Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel 
to every creature. He that believeth, and is bap- 
tized, shall be saved ; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned." . 

He that believeth what ? The Gospel, unques- 
tionably ; which the apostles and ministers of our 
Lord Jesus Christ were commissioned by Him to 
proclaim and make known to every creature under 
the sun. That Gospel, or glad tidings of good 
news to sinners of mankind, — that Jesus began to 
preach with His own mouth, which He fulfilled in 
His own Person, and which He afterwards ratified 
and sealed with His own blood. John preached 
before, the baptism of repentance for the remission 
of sins ; but after he was put in prison, " Jesus 
came into Galilee, preaching the Gospel of the 
kingdom of God, and saying, Eepent ye, and 
believe the Gospel." (Mark i 14, 15.) This same 
Gospel His disciples were commissioned to carry 
on through preaching. It was to be still more 
publicly made known in this way. Peoples and 
countries that had not yet heard the joyful sound, 
were to be made glad by it. And whereas before, 
the preaching of it had been chiefly confined to 
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Jesus himself, now many of His chosen disciples 
were to take up the Holy Word, and to pass it on 
to others. And there cannot be a doubt but that 
it is the Gospel that is needed to bless mankind ; 
which is sufficient to account for the careful pro- 
vision that the Saviour made for its perpetuation, 
when He was about to be removed from this earth, 
— ^the scene of His labours and sufTerings. 

We maintain* that the Gospel has a power in it 
to bless the world ; and that there is no want that 
ever can be felt by any child of man that it cannot 
fully meet and supply. Yea, we affijmi still more, 
that it is the only thmg that can do good to the 
world. That it has always been the one thing that 
the world needed ; and that to those who have 
resorted to it and tried it, it has never failed to 
fill their souls with good, and abundantly to satisfy 
them with it ample provision. (Psalm Ixv. 4.) It 
must be so, for it is God's remedy for the disorders 
of this world, — and His way of recovery for the 
weaknesses, infirmities, and sins of mankind. It 
meets man as he is : as experience and conscience 
testifies him to be : that is, — a sinner : implicated 
in the sad and direful fall of the parent of man- 
kind ; and so natuially, and from his birth, fallen, 
ruined, and destitute of righteousness and good- 
ness ; unable to save himself, or to gain the favour 
of God, because the holy image of the Creator, 
which was stamped on the original of our raAe.^biSii^ 
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been effaced through sin. Would that the effects 
of the fall of man, — according to the Scriptural 
account, — and, consequently, the corruption of the 
human heart, was more generally understood, and 
practically applied ! This would quiet a good deal 
of the restless uneasiness of men under the condi- 
tion of life in which they find themselves. It 
would explain to them the mystery of their exis- 
tence. They would then' see that -a state of suffer- 
ing, of toil, and labour, and humiliation, of sorrow 
and grief, was necessarily and rightly annexed, by 
the moral Governor of the universe, to a state of 
sin. And that, being sinners, and belonging to a 
sinful race, we have no right to complain of the 
trials and crosses we meet with in the way : — 
" Wherefore doth a living man complain (or mur- 
mur), a man for the punishment of his sins?" 
(Lam. iii. 39.) 

Man can never be reconciled to his lot of toil 
and suffering ; of earning his bread by the sweat 
of his brow (Gen. iiL 19) ; of subjection to others, 
until he makes the grand discovery of revelation, 
— that this is part and a consequence of the dis- 
order that sin made at its entrance, in running 
counter to the Divine command, and the Divine 
authority. " Cursed is the ground for thy sake : 
in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy 
life " (Gen. iii. 17), is a sentence pronounced by the 
supreme Judge, that has never been repealed yet. 
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The knowledge of sin, and the discovery of how 
deeply we are infected with its taint, humbles the 
heart under the mighty power and awful holiness 
of God. This alone can calm the fretting spirit of 
man, and cause uneasiness and restlessness to give 
place to contentment and patience. We then feel 
that our troubles here are not so great as we de- 
serve they should be ; and that bad as our state 
may be, there is yet something immeasurably 
worse, — ^to shun which we need to apply all our 
collected powers. Now, the Gospel comes in to 
fill up the gap : — because of the comfort and the 
sweetness of it Herein we learn that God is just 
indeed, and yet the Justifier of him who believes 
in Jesus. Here we are taught, that though we are 
rebels and ungodly, yet that " Ood is love ; " and 
that "herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins." (1 John iv. 10.) This informs 
us, that " God commendeth His love towards us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners^ Christ died for 
us." (Eom. V. 8.) Now, if we can only grasp this 
idea, and take in this assertion, it cannot fail to 
bring comfort and joy to the mind. When bowed 
down under all the humiliation of our conscious 
sinful nature, and harassed by the many evils 
that sin has brought with it into the world, — to 
learn, that notwithstanding all, and through all, 
God loves us, and has sent His dear Son to €ax<^ 
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US. And that for this end of Divine benevolence 
and compassion, the Son of God was content to 
empty Himself for a while of His manifest Divine 
glory ; to take our weak human mortal nature into 
His own Divine essence ; to be bom into our lower 
world by a daughter of Adam ; to consent to be- 
come a sharer of our toils, our infirmities, our 
sorrows, our poverty : yea, more, — ^to give up His 
holy soul and body to be, not a sharer in, but a 
bearer of, our guilt ; and so to be "made a curse 
for ua" (GaL iii 13.) Which astonishing fact 
actually took place, when He submitted to be 
nailed to the cross of wood ; and so was openly 
manifested to be a curse, according to the sentence 
of God's righteous law, — "He that is hanged is 
accursed of God." (Deut xxi. 23.) 

He was accursed legally. And wherefore ? That 
we might be legally freed from the curse, — ^merited 
by us, but not by Him, — through His substitution 
in our stead. Thus proving HimseK to be " the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world." (John L 29.) 

When any can once be brought to believe that 
the Son of God suffered in this life, and that He 
suffered for their sins, their mouths are shut, and 
they are well satisfied to bear any lot that the 
God and Father above has appointed them. 

"He that believeth, and is baptized, shall be 
saved" You see then, dear brethren, that salva- 
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tion, — the crowning blessing of the Gospel, — i» 
promised and secured to him who believes it. The 
same illustrious Person who procured and gave u» 
the Gospel, offers all the blessings of it to us on 
this condition ; that is, if we have faith to receive 
it. The glorious privil^es, — ^including the favour 
of God, the forgiveness of our sins, and everlasting 
life and salvation, — ^become ours through believing. 
It is then of the utmost importance that we should 
not deceive ourselves on a matter of such momen- 
tous issue, and fancy that we are believers when 
we are not. Believing the Gospel is something 
more than the mere saying, — " I believe in Jesus 
Christ" The heart must be sincere that utters 
the words. There must be an intelligent appre- 
ciation of what the Gospel is, — ^good news, glad 
tidings to sinners. We must have felt it to be the 
very message we wanted, and above aU things else 
stood in need of. We must have felt something 
of our spiritual weakness and sickness, before we 
can apply to, or appreciate the work of the great 
Physician of souls. If we believe in the Gospel, 
it will be everything to us ; it must take precedence 
of aU else. We shall give it the first place in our 
hearts. It will be uppermost with us. For when 
our memory offcen recurs to tibe greatness of the 
misery and ruin from which it saves us, how can 
we regard it otherwise than as our chief delight ? 
The belief of it renews the heart and mind \ ii 
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regenerates the whole man. The believer becomes 
" a new creature ; " old things pass away with him, 
all things become new. (2 Cor. v. 17.) And he is 
conscious of the change ; for no such mighty re- 
volution can take place in the heart of man with- 
out his being conscious of it ; — as conscious of the 
difference in his own experience, as was the blind 
man after his eyes were opened, who said, — " One 
thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I 
see." (John ix. 25.) This work, which is of the 
operation of the Holy Ghost, is called in Scrip- 
ture, — "Being born again," "bom of God." And 
it denotes, not merely a change of state and con- 
dition, but also the bestowment of a new and 
holy nature, answering to the new relation of sons, 
into which we are brought to God. ** Because 
ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of 
His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba> Father." 
(Gal. iv. 6.) 

But, ijay some (and it is a common error), there 
was a reason for this marked change and difference 
in the characters of the heathen, who were brought 
to believe the Gospel when first preached to them 
by the apostles ; but we, who have been brought 
up in the Christian religion, and instructed in 
Christian habits from our childhood, may we not 
consider that all this has been done for us at 
baptism? We reply, that it is dangerous to do 
80. The work and general effects of the Spirit 
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are, and must be, the same in every age, and under 
all circumstances. And as the wind, which is in- 
visible to the natural eye, is discerned by hearing 
the sound thereof, so the genuine working of the 
Spirit can only be traced from the fruits and 
effects of it, which are sufficiently pourtrayed and 
exemplified in God's Word It was the sin and 
fault of the Jews, that they rested in outward 
Church privileges after they ceased to be spiritual 
worshippers of the Lord, saying, — " The Temple of 
the Lord, the Temple of the Lord are these." ( Jer. 
vii. 4.) Also in the days of Jesus they boasted of 
being Abraham's seed, and of never having been 
in bondage to any man ; whilst all the while they 
were slaves to sin, and went about to kill Him. 
Again, in the time of the Apostle Paul, we find 
them in the same fault, — trusting in the outward 
Church rite of circumcision, and wishing to impose 
it also on the Gpntile converts ; which drew forth 
the sharp reproof of the Apostle, — "Behold, I 
Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, 
Christ shall profit you nothing." (GaLv. 2.) Surely 
we have no right to conclude that we are children 
of God, unless some lineaments of the heavenly 
Father's glorious and perfect image can be dis- 
cerned in us : — ^unless we walk in love, as dear 
children of Him whose name is Love (Eph. v. 
1, 2) : — unless " we have received, not the spirit 
which is of the world, but the Spirit which i& <5vl 
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God; that we may know the things which are 
freely given to us of God." (1 Cor. ii 12.) Faith 
in its vast effects and mighty operations must ever 
be the same. If it wrought this holiness in the 
hearts of the conveiied heathen, it must now 
accomplish the same results in the hearts of true 
Christians. It is very possible that we may have 
grown up with Christian privileges around us and 
in our midst, and aU the while we have been 
ignorant of their true value and nature ; content- 
ing ourselves with being professedly in outward 
covenant with God, without taking due pains to 
examine into the spiritual character and terms 
of the covenant now made with us in Christ. It 
was the Saviour's reproof of the Church at Sardis, 
— "I know thy works, that thou hast a name 
that thou livest, and art dead." (Eev. iii 1.) To 
be a Christian in name and profession, will not 
satisfv Him who searches the reins and hearts. 
(Eev.'ii. 23.) 

Again, if the gospel of the Lord Jesus is be- 
lieved, it win damp our love to the world. Man's 
heart in its unrenewed state is set upon worldly 
things ; his delight is in this eartL " They mind," 
says the apostle, " earthly things." (PhiL iii 20.) 
That is, they concern themselves most about and 
occupy themselves chiefly in the things of this 
earth, — ^things of time and sense, which please for 
a day and then pass away. Their pleasure is in 
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worldly things, and they spend their time in ma- 
king provision for the world and for the flei^ 
Those who have never been renewed by the Holy 
Ghost, "walk according to tibe course of this world." 
(Ephesians ii. 2.) And they are content to do so. 
They love the world, and the world loves them, for 
there is a fellowship of interests, of pursuits, and 
of habits. But, when a man is brought to see 
that he is dead in trespasses and sins, spiritually 
dead, — that is, having no life before God, either of 
acceptance in His favour and of merit, or of capa- 
bility of doing anything worthy of Him : when 
moreover he discovers that this is the state of the 
whole world, of that very world in which he haa 
hitherto lived, which, is a world lying in wicked- 
ness (I John V. 19), or, — as a more literal rendering 
stiU more forcibly expresses it, "in the wicked 
one," — then the sinner is roused into just alarm 
and concern for his immortal souL And when he 
is enabled, through help from on high, cordially to 
embrace the gospel of his salvation, he regards the 
world very dijfferently from what he did previously. 
Formerly he gave it his heart and his best love, 
but he cannot do so now, for how can he love that 
which he sees to be unlovely in Grod^s eyes, and 
which is exposed to His just wrath and righteous 
anger? WiU you love a thing that is doomed > 
condemned and ripening for perdition ; that is op- 
posed to God and His holy word ? And yet this is 
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a faithful description of what the world is. Will 
a man dance and play on the very verge of a fearful 
precipice ? Yet it is as mad to drink pleasure to the 
full in the polluted streams of this world. The love of 
the world is incompatible Jwith the love of God. 
"Love not the world," is the direction to the child of 
God, " neither the things that are in the world ; if 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him." (1 John ii 15.) And another apostle 
tells us that, " the friendship of the world is en- 
mity with God.*' (James iv. 4.) But where the 
Gospel is believed in its integrity, it will beget in 
us a love to Christ, who is the author and finisher 
of our faith. We shall love Him because He first 
loved us ; we shall love Him for what we know He 
has done for us: for the redemption He has 
wrought out for us, at such a cost to Himself ; for 
that He has purchased us to Himself at no less a 
price than of His own most precious blood. The 
love of Christ will become a mighty constraining 
principle within us, that will predominate over 
every other feeling and affection. (2 Cor. v. 14.) 
Our love to Christ will be seen in that it will en- 
able us to give up all for Him. A striking instance 
of this is shown in the case of Paul the Apostle, 
who once was a persecutor and a blasphemer, and 
a destroyer of the faith, and on this account doubt- 
less much in favour with the chief Priests and prin- 
cipal men of his nation ; but when he believed he 
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gave up the friendship of the great men, and all 
his prospects in this life; and for the sake of 
Christ, he suffered the loss of all things, and count- 
ed them but dung, that he might " win Christ, and 
be found in Him." (PhiL iii. 8, 9.) St. Stephen 
also, the first martyr, for the sake of Christ, cheer- 
fully laid down his life and prayed for his murderers. 
(Acts vii 59, 60.) The first Christians parted with 
their goods and possessions, and distributed them 
to the poor of their body, as every man had need. 
(Acts ii 44, 45.) There must be love to Christ 
before we can deny ourselves and make sacrifices 
for His sake ; and this is the very condition on 
which alone we can be His disciples. " Jesus said 
unto His disciples. If any man will come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow Me." (Matt, xvi 24.) Hence we see that 
tnie believing implies following Christ, and suffer- 
ing with Him here in this world. For His sake we 
must be prepared to endure the opposition and the 
indifference and scorn of our dearest friends ; for He 
says again, " He that loveth father or mother more 
than Me is not worthy of Me ; and he that loveth 
son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of 
Me." (Matt. x. 37.) 

He, therefore, that thus believes the Gospel, and 
accepts Christ, not merely to save him from ruin 
and eternal perdition, but also to foUow Him, to 
love Him, to serve Him, to be united for ever with 
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Him in His spirit, as it is said, '' He that is joined 
to the Lord, is one spirit '* (1 Cor. vi. 17) ; and is 
baptized in this faith, Christ himself has promised 
concerning him, that he shall be saved. And He 
who has promised is able to perform His promise : 
what He has said He will surely da ** Faithful is 
He that calleth you, who also will do it'* (1 Thesa 
V. 24.) Here is the security of the saints, of the 
Church of the living God ; they rely not on their 
own arm, their own goodness, their own holiness, 
or their own good works, but on the word of the 
Founder and Builder of the Church, who has pur- 
chased it with His own blood, who died for it and 
rose again, having achieved victory and salvation 
for it ; and who now lives in heaven, exalted at 
the right hand of God, and reigns supreme over all 
in heaven and in earth. (1 Pet. iii 22.) We see 
then, that the salvation, the kingdom, the inherit- 
ance promised to God's people, is held by faith — 
simple faith in the word of the King. If we can- 
not believe, neither can we be saved. There is 
nothing promised to them who do not believe ; but, 
on the contrary, there is the awful declaration, pro- 
nounced by the same mouth that pronounced the 
promise, — "He that beUeveth not shall be damned." 
He shall not be saved, but he shall be condemned. 
He shall not be justified from his sin& Bejecting 
the only method, there is no way in which he can 
be justified from his sins ; hence the guilt of them. 
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the curse and the iniquity of them remains upon 
him for ever. Awful consideration 1 

He shall be condemned, not because he is a 
sinner, because he has done some bad thii^, and 
has not done aU the good he might have done, 
but because " he believeth not" He refuses to ac- 
cept the only remedy for a fedlen dinner ; he refuses 
to receive the testimony that Gk)d has given of His 
Son Jesus Christ, and so he virtually makes God a 
liar. (IJohnv.lO.) There is something in the Gospel 
which he does not like, it does not suit in with his 
ideas, and his preconceived notions of justice and 
equality. The same infidelity prevailed at one 
time among God's people of old, when they used 
the reproachful proverb, " The fathers have eaten 
sour grapes and the children's teeth are set on 
edge." (Ezek. xviii. 2.) But God condescends to 
vindicate His justice unto them, and to set the ho- 
liness and mercifulness of His ways in order before 
them. '' The soul that sinneth it shall dia The 
son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, 
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the 
son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be 
upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall 
be upon him. But if the wicked will turn from all 
his sins that he hath committed, and keep all My 
statutes, and do that which is lawful and rights he 
shall surely live, he shall not die. All his trans- 
gressions that he hath committed they shall not he 
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mentioned unto him : in his righteousness that he 
hath done he shall live. Have I any pleasure at 
all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord 
God : and not that he should return from his ways 
and live?" (Ezek. xviii. 20— 23.) And then God 
appeals to them, "0 house of Israel are not My 
ways equal ? are not your ways unequal ? " (Ezek. 
xviii. 29.) 

And, so it is also, dear brethren, in the offer of 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. The sinner 
rejects that at his peril Eejecting it, he shows 
that he hates it ; and his hatred of it proceeds 
from the enmity to the truth of his naturally 
wicked and corrupt heart. "All they that hate 
Me,*' says Christ (personified, in the book ot Prov- 
erbs, by heavenly wisdom), "all they that hate 
Me love death." (Prov. viii. 36.) 

" He that believeth not shall be damned." That 
unbelief in which they wrap themselves as in a 
covering, is their own deed, and they shall be held 
responsible for it. There is something that prevails 
to keep them in unbelief, and prevents them ac- 
cepting the Gospel in its integrity, and applying its 
healing balm to their souls. A continuing in sin, 
which they love too dearly to renounce for Christ; 
the love of the world, which is too bewitching and 
engrossing for them to put it aside ; or, the pride 
of human reason and goodness, which refuses to 
bow before the humbling doctrines of Divine grace. 
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Each unbeliever has a particular rock of offence 
on which he makes shipwreck of his souL This 
it is that keeps him from coming to Christ the 
Saviour. So that is true of them now, as it was 
when He said it of His own people, "Ye will not 
come to Me that ye might have life." (John v. 40.) 
Some are beguiled by Popery, the harlot of Bome, 
that substitutes the woman, the sinner, for the sin- 
less Saviour ; witness the idolatry of Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, so openly paraded and diligently 
inculcated by this apostate Church : a Church, that 
takes the cream out of the pure Gospel of Jesus, 
and charms her votaries with lying fables, and a 
sensuos carnal worship instead. Popery assumes 
to be the one only true religion; she pretends that 
there is no salvation out of her pale ; that we 
must believe her dogmas or perisL But can it 
be possible that the divine, truthful, and suffering 
Saviour meant that we should believe a tissue of 
lying falsehoods, improbable tales, and impossi- 
ble miracles, when He said, "He that believeth 
shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall be 
damned "? Popery had not then arisen, with its 
system of priest-craft, how then has she the face 
to say, in direct contradistinction to the Saviour's 
words, that there can be no salvation out of the 
pale of the Eomish Church ! It is a well known 
fact that this religion leads men away from per- 
sonal holiness and faith in the Saviour, and bids 

C 
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them commit the keeping of their souls and oon^ 
sciences into the hands of the Church, as if the 
Church was the Saviour instead of Christ. But we 
must reiterate the apocalyptic cry, — " Come out of 
her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sina, 
wd that ye receive not of her plagues.'* (Rev. 
?viii 4.) 

Is there injustice in the alternative of Christ's 
Gospel, — ^that those who do not believe shall be 
damned t Imagine a vessel stranded on a reef of 
rocks, the waves breaking over her, so that there is 
danger eveiy minute of her going to pieces. A 
life-boat puts off from the shore, to, rescue the pas- 
9enger9 and crew. By dint of great exertion she 
has reached a party congregated together at one 
part of the vessel ; when, lo, instead of availing 
themselves of the proffered assistance and means 
of safety, they reject it, and prefer to cling to the 
creaking timbers around them. A few minutes 
after, they are engulfed in the briny ocean, to rise 
no more. Now on whom rests the responsibility and 
blame of their destruction i On the captain of the 
life-boat, who made every exertion with his crew, 
risking their own lives through the raging surf to 
aave those who .were in peril of drowning y or is 
the fault of their destruction to be laid entirely at 
their own door ? And so it will be at the last, 
with thQ$e who rej^t the gospel method of salvar 
tio»> thrpu^ feith Ux *. qrucified Saviovu:, Paul, 
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when his own countrymen rejected his preaching, 
said, "it was necessary that the word of God should 
first have been spoken to you : but seeing ye put 
it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles." (Acts 
xiii. 46.) And, on another occasion, at another 
place, " when they opposed themselves and bias* 
phemed, he shook his raiment, and said unto them,^ 
Your blood be upon your own heads, I am clean : 
from henceforth I will go jmto the Gentiles." 
(Acts xviii 6.) However dreadful it appears, 
there will be some at last to whom the Saviour 
will say, " Depart from Me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.^* 
(Matt. XXV. 41.) And who will these be but they 
who believe not. 

And now dear brethren, in conclusion, "I call 
heaven and earth to record this day against you, 
that I have set before you life and death, blessing 
and cursing : therefore choose life, that both thou 
and thy seed may live." (Deut xxx. 19.) 

Do you believe the Gospel, with a true, hearty, 
and entire faith ? Do you take it as your comfort, 
your stay, your all in time and for eternity 1 Can 
you rest your soul upon it, — ^the word of Jesus ? 
And, have you felt the quickening power of union 
to Him by faith ? Then may you rejoice in His 
word, — " He that believeth shall be saved." And 
go home with glad heart, rejoicing in the c^Y^sksto^ 
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and completeness of that salvation, which is yours 
in Christ your Saviour. On the other hand, if 
your conscience bears witness with yourself, that 
you do not yet believe, have never believed truly, 
let me entreat you to pause, ere it is too late, and 
consider the awful alternative that remains for 
every unbeliever. "He that believeth not shall 
be damned." 
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*^He that believeth and U baptized aJiaXL he saved; hut he that 
hdieveth not shall he damned,** — ^Mabk xvi. 16. 

In the former Sermon I endeavoured to show you 
from this text, what it is, that we are called upon to 
believe ; the nature of the faith that saves ; and the 
certain perdition that unbelievers bring upon them- 
selves. I had not the time or space to set before you 
the doctrine of Baptism, which our Lord has in 
these words connected with believing. I therefore 
purpose, in humble dependence upon the aid of the 
Great Teacher, the Holy Spirit, whose office it is 
truly to interpret to us the things and the words of 
Jesus, to direct your minds more particularly, to 
this interesting and Christian ordinanca 

Baptism, as you will perceive from the text, was 
instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ BKmself Even 
before His passion, we learn from John iv. 1, 2, that 
Jesus practised this rite, and that to a greater ex- 
tent than His forerunner John had done ; for we 
are told, that "the Pharisees heard that Jesus made^ 
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and baptized more disciples than John." From 
which we may gather, that all the disciples that 
Jesus made, were baptized in His name. It was 
the badge of discipleship before His death, as it 
was after His death. And, it was no doubt that 
particular outward ordinance whereby those, who 
received Him as the Messiah, and truly believed 
on Him in their hearts, confessed in His name 
before the world. That there was a cross to be 
taken up, in thus making an open profession of 
faith in Him, cannot be doubted ; since it is evid- 
ent, how the high authorities of the nation hated 
Him, and agreed together, '' that if any man did 
confess that He was Christ, he should be put out 
of the synagogue." (John ix. 22.) After His death 
and resurrection. His disciples have a more positive 
injunction to perform this rite, " Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and . of the Holy 
Ghost : teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you." (Matt xxviii. 
19, 20.) The word in the original, is, " Go ye and 
Toake disciples of all the nations, .... " — clearly im- 
plying, that upon their becoming disciples, baptism 
was to follow. Whence it appears, that baptism 
is a duty enjoined on all the disciples of Jesus ; 
that it is a rite that belongs to them only ; and 
that it is necessary to be performed on their per- 
sons, before they can be full and declared disciples 



BELIEVE AND UYK ^3 

of Jesus. In all probability, the candidates for 
Christian baptism in the apostles' time, made some 
confession with their mouth, of their faith in Jesus, 
in the essential points of His nature, Person, and 
offices, ere the sacred rite was administered to 
them. This supposition is confirmed by what pas- 
sed between Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch. 
The Eunuch, desiring baptism, was told by Philip, 
that if he believed with all his heart, the rite 
would not be denied him. And, upon his answer- 
ing, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God ;" Philip baptized him in the Water that was 
at hand. (Acts viii. 37, 38.) Now we see from 
this (and it is of the utmost importance to note it), 
that baptism cannot constitute a disciple, but, that 
it is the privilege, the right, and the duty of 
every disciple of Jesus. We must be disciples, 
before we may be baptized ; and that we may be 
disciples, we must have faith from our hearts in 
Jesus ; since from Philip's answer to the Eunuch, 
such only have a right to baptism. Baptism is for 
believers only. And we do not find in the Acts of 
the Apostles, that any were baptized, but those 
who professed faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. And 
we say, that it is the duty of all believers in Christ, 
to use this outward form and sign, which the Lord 
Himself has ordained, as a means of publicly con- 
fessing Him before the world. 

The use that baptism is to the believer, is to 
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confirm and establish him in his faith in Jesus. 
The blessings promised by Jesus, and through Him, 
are herein "visibly signed and sealed to Him." 
(Art. 27.) " It is also a sign of regeneration, or 
new birth, whereby, as by an instrument, they 
that receive baptism rightly ^ are grafted into the 
Church." (Ibid.) The benefits of baptism are very 
great. The believing person, when baptized, feels 
that he is united to the body of Christ's Church ; 
that there is not a benefit, a blessing, or a promise, 
t^at belongs to that Church, that is not his. He 
may then go down the catalogue of them, and claim 
them all for his own. He considers, that having 
been baptized in the name of Christ, he has been 
baptized into His death. " Therefore, we are buried 
with Him, by baptism into deatL . . . Our old man 
is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might 
be destroyed, that henceforth, we should not serve 
sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin " (Rom, 
vi 4, 6, 7) ; or, as the original still more forcibly 
expresses it, — "is justified from sin." Sin has 
done its worst upon that person, who has suffered 
its penalty of deatL " The soul that sinneth it 
shall die." (Ezekiel xviiL 20.) But our Surety, 
Jesus, has died for us, has borne the penalty of our 
sins, which the Lord laid upon Him. (Isaiah 
liiL 6.) Consequently, it is the same as if the be- 
liever had suffered the penalty of death in his own 
person, for his sins. Another, qualified and able. 
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and Divinely appointed and accepted, having suf- 
fered for him. He is accounted as one, who has 
died to the condemning power of sin, and is there- 
fore, on that account, "justified from sin." In this 
sense, the believer receives Christ ; looking upon 
his " old man as crucified with Him, that the body 
of sin might be destroyed." (Eom. vi. 6.) Now that 
which is destroyed, can no longer be condemned 
or punished, — ^for, being destroyed, it is not The 
body of sin, which is ours by nature, is destroyed 
in Christ ; and the end for which this is done, as 
well as the effect of it in every true believer, is, 
" that henceforth he should not serve sin." (Ibid.) 
Sin has no longer any right to lord it over us, see- 
ing that it has been condemned and crucified in the 
person of our Surety, Jesus. And this idea, grasp- 
ed by faith, breaks the power of sin over the mind 
and heart of the believer, and frees him from its vile 
yoke. But, no one else is freed from the servitude 
of sin, but he that believes from his heart in Jesus. 
If then we want liberty from this worst of tyrants, 
we must seek it by faith in a crucified Saviour, — 
crucified for us. And, " If we be dead with Christ, 
we believe that we shall also live with him" (Eom. 
vL 8) ; that like as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even so, we also shall 
walk in newness of life." (Eom. vi 4.) The bap- 
tized believer is identified with Christ He is a 
sharer now in the benefits of His death and resur- 
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rection ; his life is from Christ, and by virtue of 
his union to Him. " Because I live, ye shall live 
also." (John xiv. 1 9.) "I am crucified with Christ," 
says Paul, "nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me." (GaL ii 20.) And he shall be a 
partaker in the glory of Christ, when He comes 
again. " When Christ, who is our life, shall ap- 
pear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory." 
(CoL iii. 4.) 

But, if the benefits of baptism are great, its 
obligations are no less. The baptized Christian is 
bound to follow his Lord, by the most sacred of 
ties. " As many of you as have been baptized 
into Christy have put on Christ." (Gal. iii. 27.) Ye 
have engaged yourselves to observe His laws, to 
imitate His example, and to be actuated by His 
Spirit ; for, "if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of His." (Eom. viiL 9.) The 
baptized Christian must walk according to his pro* 
fession, and must copy Him who is " meek and 
lowly in heart.'' (Matt xi. 29.) For baptism to 
be valid, and for it to be the seal of salvation to 
UB, there must be a consistency, a becomingness^ 
and agreement of conduct and walk with the holy 
profession then made. Baptism alone, will not save 
a person, if the baptized person be not sincere in 
his foUowing of Christ ; and, if after being bap* 
tized, he walk contrary to his profession, and persist 
in so doing without repentance, his baptism will 
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avail him nought. It is a well known fact, that 
even in the apostles' days, the rite of baptism was 
not always performed on worthy subjects, and did 
not always bring a spiritual benefit Witness the 
instance of Simon Magus (Acts viii 20 — 23) ; 
this man, after having been baptized, was stUl in 
the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity; 
having thought that the gift of God could be pur- 
chased with money. He had no part or lot in this 
matter, because "his heart was not right in the 
sight of God." Perhaps it is in particular allusion 
to this case, that the same apostle Peter afterwards, 
in his Epistle (1 Pet iii 21), speaking of effectual 
saving baptism, — ^that is, not saving in itself, but 
leading to salvation, — says, that it is "not the 
putting away the filth of the flesh,'' as Simon the 
sorcerer did for a time, "but the answer of a good 
conscience toward God." A candidate for baptism 
must know what he is about to do, he must under- 
stand the nature of the holy religion he is going 
to profess; he must have counted the cost, — 
whether he is able to give up all for Christ^s sake, 
and devote himself heart and soul to the work 
and service of the Lord. He must examine his 
heart, to know whether he have true faith in 
Jesus, and in His promises ; whether he receives 
Him as a Saviour, and whether he believes that 
He will judge the world at^ the last day, by the 
Word which He has given us. Unless a man be 
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lieves this in his heart, and is prepared to endure 
shame, scx)m, and persecution for Christ's sake, he 
is not a fit subject for Christian baptism. 

Baptism is a Sacrament. Which word, in the 
Latin tongue, whence it was derived, signified the 
military oath, by which Boman soldiers bound 
themselves to the service and obedience of their 
chief Now all who have been baptized, are bound 
by a solemn and sacred engagement, tantamount to 
an oath of the most binding character, to the ser- 
vice and following of the Leader of our religion, 
who is the Loi-d Jesus Christ And any who 
swerve from the holy commandment delivered, and 
prove imfaithful to the Lord Jesus, render them- 
selves accwrsed in so doing ; they have broken 
their oath ; they have cast themselves off from the 
blessing of it, and have brought upon themselves 
its cursa It is well that baptism should be con- 
sidered in this light ; a good to us if we keep it> a 
curse upon us if we violate it. 

We have, hitherto, considered the baptism of 
persons of mature age ; because the Gospel was 
necessarily first proposed to such, and such were 
the first subjects of Christian baptism. You are 
aware that there is a denomination of Christians 
who take their stand here, and contend, that only 
those who are of age themselves to exercise re- 
pentance and faith ought to be baptized. Many 
eminent, learned, and pious men, have been of this 
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persuasion. Let us not despise them, because they 
differ from us ; neither should they condemn us, 
because we do not agree with them on this matter. 
In all that has been said above, they accord with 
us : and that is matter enough of essential truth 
to form a basis of Christian harmony and brother- 
hood, if views upon minor points forbid unioa 
We must give them credit for being as anxious 
after truth, as we are ourselves. And an attain- 
ment to unity and oneness in the truth, cannot be 
forwarded by trying to prove each other wrong, or, 
by magnifying points on which we differ ; but. by 
approaching the subject of difference in a calm, 
serious, humble, and loving spirit, cherishing the 
points on which we are united, and having a mutual 
respect to each others opinions. And, if on calm 
consultation, we feel that the points of divergence 
are too great to be overcome, we can yet agree to 
differ in a friendly, and brotherly spirit, feeling still 
imited in Christ our common Head, and maintain- 
ing this union of spirit and mind, notwithstanding 
outward diflference of form, and Church-member- 
ship ; "endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace." (Liturgy.) And this unity in 
the Spirit, among aU those who truly love our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in different communions, will 
be a greater and more convincing evidence to the 
world, than the unitedness of members of the same 
communion. Let us aim then after this, and '^follow 
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* after the things which make for peaoe, and things 
wherewith one may edify another." (Eom. xiv. 1 9.) 
Putting away strife and contention, as unseemly 
and inconsistent with our profession of a peace* 
making religion, hurtful to our own souls, and 
stumbling to the world. 

You will ask me then, if it was so with the first 
converts, what Scriptural authority have we for 
baptizing infants ? I reply, that there is no direct 
Scriptural injunction to this effect: nor was it 
necessary there should be. We hold, "that the 
baptism of Infants is to be retained in the Church, 
as most agreeable with the institution of Christ" 
(Art. 27.) It is most agreeable with the institution 
of Christ ; for if th^re is no direct sanction of the 
ordinance, it comes nearest to the spirit of Christ- 
ian baptism, and is less repugnant to it than its 
omission. We have no direct command in the 
New Testament, to substitute the first day of the 
week, as the holy Sabbath rest, instead of the 
seventh day, as originally enjoined ; and yet the 
sacred obligation of Sunday is universally acknow- 
ledged in the Churches. 

Some object that Infants are too young to be 
admitted into covenant-relation to Gk)d, since they 
are incapable of any act of their own ; they can 
neither believe nor repent We answer, that in. 
the Abrahamic dispensation, the infant was allowed 
this privilege, though his natural state was the same 
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then aa it is bow. Isaac, the child of promise, 
and type of Christ, was admitted into covenant 
with God, when only eight days old ; when he was 
wholly unconscious of what it meant. And this 
covenant of circumcision, that God gave to Abra- 
ham and his children after him, the apostle tells us, 
was ** confirmed of God in Christ" (GaL iii. 17.) 
It was the Christian covenant in embryo, the 
promises being made to Abraham's seed, " which 
ia Christ.'* (GaL iii 16.)\ Hence wc may fidrly 
assume, that when the Christian covenant waa 
more fully manifested and declared, as it was by 
Christ's comimg in the flesh, that the privileges of 
it would not be less than that given to Abraham, but^ 
that the general terms of it would be similar to that 
We should rather suppose, that it woidd have a 
wider than a narrower scope i which is indeed the 
ease,, &om its taking in female, as well as male 
children. To those also, who were convinced of 
sin by Peter's sermon on the day of Pentecost^ 
after having exhorted them, " Eepent> and be bap*- 
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost ; " he adds^ " for 
the promise is unto you, and to your children, and 
to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call.^' (Acts a 38, 39.) AUuding 
no doubt to the GentUea, who were tiien "afar 
off " from God, being without the pale of the cov- 
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enant, but who were now to be brought into the same 
privileges as the Jews, they and their children. 

Our Lord Jesus has shown that infants are fit 
subjects for the Divine favour; because when 
brought to Him, He would by no means suffer them 
to be sent away, but directed that they should be 
allowed to approach, and He took them up in His 
arms, put His hands upon them and blessed them. 
(Mark. x. 13 — 16.) We gather from this, that it 
IB according to His will and mind, that we bring the 
little ones to Him in baptism. We know that they 
have in themselves an evil and corrupt nature, and 
we bring them to Him, and pray and believe, that 
He will give them a new and a holy nature. We 
believe that when we so pray it is according to His 
will, and we know " that if we ask anything ac- 
cording to His will, He heareth us ; and if we 
know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know 
that we have the petitions that we desired of Him." 
(1 John V. 14, 15.) Our Church goes upon the 
ground of the promise made to believing parents 
concerning their children, " the promise is to you 
and to your chUdrea" It is the faith of the parents 
that is the warrant for their infants being admitted 
to Christian baptism. Children are considered as 
one with their parent, and as being together with 
him in the covenant The promise was made origi- 
nally to Abraham, and to his seed ; the promise is 
now to us, and to our seed, — our children, in the 
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same Lord. It is difficult on any other supposition 
to account for the Apostle's conduct, who, when 
he baptized individual believers, usually baptized 
their households as well; as was the case with 
the jailer at Philippi, who "was baptized, he and 
all his!' (Acts xvi. 33.) And when Lydia was 
baptized; "her household" was baptized at the 
same time. (Acts xvL 15.) Now, to my mind it 
appears conclusive, that if there were any young 
children belonging to either of these individuals, 
that they must have been baptized with their 
parents. The faith of the parent being taken 
as a guarantee that the children would also be 
brought up in the faith of Christ; and the pro- 
mise being relied upon, that the children also 
would be included in the covenant, ratified and 
confirmed to the parent, in baptism. It seems 
more consonant to our ideas of the nature of God, 
that He would not leave us in suspense about 
our children \ but that if He has granted such 
inestimable benefits to us in Christ, he would also 
extend to us the additional mercy of permitting 
our children to be participators in the same 
blessings we value so highly for ourselves. 

What comfort could an enlightened and be- 
lieving parent have to think that his children 
were left out of the covenant of God in Christ? 
Every time he beheld them, would they not be 
sources of sadness rather than of joy ? But the 

D 
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privilege of bringing them in their infancy to 
Jesus in baptism, of watching their opening in- 
telligence to instract them in the faith of Jesus, 
with earnest prayers that they may submit to His 
yoke and take up their cross and follow Him, — 
thds causes us to have a good hope respecting 
them. 

It is clear then, I think, from Holy Scripture^ 
that the children of believing parents have a right 
to Christian baptism. But if this is conceded to 
the children, the obligation of training them in 
the Christian feith and practice is very binding 
on the parents, sponsors, and teachers. Doubt- 
less it is the neglect of this practical part of the 
doctrine that has brought infant baptism into 
disrepute. It is incumbent on parents who bring 
their children to be baptized, to maintain their 
own faith in the Lord Jesus Christ : yea, to ex- 
amine well whether they have ever yet themselves 
believed on Him with all their hearts, and are 
living in habitual obedience to His holy com- 
mandments. For if the children, as they grow 
up, see that their parents neglect Christ, and love 
the world, and live in sin, wiU it not follow, 
almost as a certain consequence, that the children 
will do so also? Therefore, that the benefits of 
baptism may be secured to children, much depends 
upon the way in which they are brought up, and 
upon the example set them at home. The children 
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of godly parents who are aware of the importance 
of their children's Christian training will, generally 
speaking, be godly themselves. The influence and 
force of a careful and godly bringing up can never 
be entirely obliterated; and though the full desired 
effect may not be visible at the time, the impres- 
sion of it will recur again with irresistible power 
at a future time. 

The position, thei;i, of those who have been bap- 
tized in their infancy is similar to those who have 
been baptized in mature age : they are bound to 
fidth and obedience. If they take up the obliga- 
tions of their Christian baptism and fulfil its duties,^ 
then the blessings of the new covenant are theirs, 
the promises shall be fulfilled to them. They 
become members of Christ, children of God, and 
heirs of the kingdom of heaven. They are re- 
generate, and bom anew of water and of the Holy 
Ghost. It is for such as receive baptism rigMly 
that the services of our Church are framed. We 
have no service for unbelievers, but for believers ; 
and for such there is not a word too strong, or that 
we could wish omitted. The gist of the question 
is, whether infants ought to be baptized or not. 
If it is their privilege, and we think it is, then 
the administration of the rite itself, '' in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost," is the most decided privil^e and the 
highest boon that can be conferred upon them ; 
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for what is set apart in the name of the Lord is 
dedicated to God and devoted to the service of 
Christ, and must consequently be holy and sancti- 
fied for His use. 

You and I, dear brethren, have been baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus in our infancy. 
Our parents and god-parents brought us to the ' 
baptismal font; brought us, we trust, in faith, 
prayed for us, and the sacred rite of Christian 
baptism was administered to us. Eecollect, then, 
what was just now said of those who were bap- 
tized in mature age, — that their baptism did not 
make them disciples ; but they were baptized 
because they were disciples of the Lord Jesus, 
because they believed in Him. So are we to 
consider that our baptism alone does not make 
us Christians, unless we repent of our sins, and 
truly believe in Jesus and follow Him. Unless 
we now, in our years of discretion, practise faith 
and obedience, our baptism will be nullified, and 
the privileges and promises of it forfeited. We 
are by profession the children of God, and Chris- 
tians, — ^that is, members of Christ ; but there is a 
further sense still in which we need to be children 
of God and members of Christ, if we would secure 
the benefits He died to purchase for us. The 
baptism of water, and of the letter, is not suffi- 
cient : we must be baptized with the Spirit. Man 
may baptize with water ; but it belongs to Christ 
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alone to " baptize with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire." (Matt. iii. 11.) When Christ has looked 
upon Tis with mercy; when we have sought and 
obtained His favour ; when we feel the workings 
of His blessed Spirit within, showing us our 
interest in His death and sufferings and blood 
shedding, and witnessing with our spirit that we 
are the children of God; when we are bringing 
forth in our lives and conversation the blessed 
jfruits df the Spirit, which are " love, joy, peace, 
longsuifering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance " (Gal v. 22, 23) ; when we 
evidence that we have indeed crucified the flesh 
with its affections and lusts, — then may we con- 
clude that we are Christ's, truly, spiritually, and 
for ever; that "there is no condemnation to us 
who are in Christ Jesus " (Eom. viii. 1) ; but 
that our sins are forgiven us, and that we are 
"justified freely by His grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus." (Rom. iii 24.) 
Then we are Christians, not by profession only, 
but in reality; we are not "o/ Israel" only, but 
are " the Israel of God." (Gal vi. 16.) 

Then we may look back to our baptism with 
unfeigned gratitude to God, that we were brought 
into covenant relation with Him in our very in- 
fancy, that He preserved us and watched over us 
tin we grew to maturity, and that He then, out of 
His sovereign love and unmerited grace, manifested 
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Himself more fully to our minds/ showed us the 
meaning of things concerning which we were in 
the dark, and gradually won our hearts to Himself 
Then will it be true of us, as it was of His people 
of old. " When Israel was a child, then I loved 
him, and called My son out of (the) Egypt (of this 
world). I taught Ephraim also to go, taking them 

by their arms I drew them with cords of a 

man, with bands of love." (Hos. xi. 1, 3, 4.) How 
shall we, then, be able to praise Him sufficiently, 
that He " has loved us with an everlasting love, 
and therefore has drawn us (to Himself) with 
loving-kindness ! " ( Jer. xxxi 3.) 

Will you then, dear brethren, accept your Chris- 
tian baptism ? Will you receive and believe what 
God did for you then ? Shall not the sense of His 
long-sufiFering mercy, in sparing you to this very 
time, lead you to repentance? Will you spurn 
such imlooked-for grace, such unmerited favour? 
Or will you not think that it is enough ; and let 
the time past of your lives suffice you to have 
wrought the will of your own evil heart, and of 
the ungodly world aroimd you ; and henceforth 
give yourselves in all sincerity and true devoted- 
ness to the service of that blessed Saviour, to 
whom you owe so much already, and in whom 
alone your prospects of future bliss can be real- 
ized? If after having been baptized and named 
with the holy name of Christ, you refuse to depart 
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from iniquity, will you not be like the sow that 
was washed, returning to her wallowing again? 
And can you think that anything else is in store 
for you but those awful words of the Lord, "I 
never knew you : depart from Me, ye that work 
iniquity''? (Matt, vii 23.) 
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** That which is horn of the flesh is flesh: and that which is 
hpm of the Spirit is spirit^' — John hi. 6. 

Tms is part of the answer of our blessed Lord to 
Nicodemus, when he expressed his wonder and 
astonishment at the doctrine of the new birth. 
" How can a man be bom when he is old ? " said 
Nicodemns. But Jesns, instead of arguing the 
point with him, or seeking to explain it to him, 
simply re-asserts it : " Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee. Except a man be bom of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
That which is bom of the flesh is flesh : and that 
which is bom of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not 
that I said unto thee, Te must be bom again. The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
Cometh, and whither it goeth : so is every one 
that is bom of the Spirit." 

* Preaclied at the Churcli of St. Matthew, LeaYenheath, 

Suffolk, on the occasion of the Baptism of John M , on 

Trinity Sunday, 1865, when the Service for the Baptism of 
such as are of Riper Years was used. 
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But the statement was still as mysterious and 
inexplicable to Nicodemus as at the first : and he 
answered and said unto Jesus, " How can" these 
things be?" The fact is, as St. Paul afterwards 
wrote : " The natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God : for they are foolishness unto 
him : neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned." (1 Cor. ii. 14.) But still 
they are ti^ue, or He that is the Truth, and always 
spaie truth, would not have stated them. What, 
then, do we learn from this but that the doctrine 
of the Gospel, even the very alphabet of it, is too 
high for our understandings, and is not to be 
apprehended by the power of human intellect or 
learning? Nicodemus had as fair a chance of 
knowing the doctrine from previous training and 
learning, or from intuition, as any man living; 
and yet he failed. And so must every one else 
till he humbles his mind, his intellect, renoimces 
his pre-conceived notions, and receives the words 
of the Son of God as a little ohild — a babe. 

Leam then, first, that the things of God are 
strange to us naturally. And the reason is be- 
cause man, through sin, has lost the power of 
discerning and knowing God. Sin has blinded 
his mind, causing a thick film of darkness to 
enwrap it, which prevents it rising to God, to 
heaven, and to spiritual things : and the highest 
it can attain to in this state is a natural religion — 
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a natural apprehension of spiritual things, which 
is necessarily false and erroneous ; hence the 
various phases of superstition in the world, both 
among heathens and nominal Christians, as in 
the Church of Eome and in the Greek Church ; 
also the liberal views of religion which are now 
so stoutly cried up, but which are equally wide of 
the mark as the grossest superstition, — all because 
they seek to bring Gk)d's religion down to the 
standard of their own intellect and their own 
sense of right and wrong. Suppose that Nico- 
demus had acted upon the principles which these 
parties profess to go upon, wo^ld he not have 
rejected the religion of Jesus as being above his 
comprehension and contrary to his reason? But 
he was true to his conviction that Jesus was a 
Teacher come &om God, and using honestly the 
little light he had, he was at length led into the 
fuU knowledge and discoverjr of Jesus as iba 
Bedeemer of the world, the Messiah that His 
people had been long expecting : and in the 
confidence of this faith, he boldly and openly 
confessed his faith in the despised and persecuted 
ISTazarene at the time of his ignominious deatL 
(John xix. 39.) 

That which is bom of the flesh is flesh. That 
which is the product of the intellect, the fear, or 
the imagination of the natural man is fleshly still, 
however much disguised it be by appearances, by 
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names, and ^by plausibility. It is an tmiyersal 
law of the Toeing of things, that nothing can rise 
above its own nature. Nor is there any exception 
to this rule in matters of religion : a fleshly mind 
can never produce a spiritual religion. So long 
as a man continues in his natural pristine state, 
and has experienced no extraneous working, no 
thorough mighty change, he is still in the flesh ; 
and ''they that are in the flesh cannot please 
God." (Eom. viii. 8.) A fleshly mind will afiect 
a fleshly religion, and this is all that a natural 
imregenerate man can rise to. Holy Scripture 
speaks of man by nature being in a state of 
spiritual deatL Jesus says : " Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, 
when tJie dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God : and they that hear shall live." (John v. 25.) 
And St. Paul, writing to the Ephesian converts, 
says, " Tou hath he quickened, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins." (Ephes. ii. 1.) We cannot 
suppose that this expression has been used un- 
meaningly in Scripture; but that it truly and 
expressively represents the spiritual state of man 
by nature : that as in a dead body there is no 
life, so in a natural man there is no spiritual life : 
the soul, the spirit is dead : dead as to God and 
the things of God : xmable to see them, unwilling 
to receive them. And this state is a state ci 
awful sin, and exposure to the wrath of Almighty 
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Grod : for there is no fiedth, but nnbelief prevails ; 
and upon that man who believes not the wrath of 
God abideth. (John iii 36.) Until, then, this 
great work takes place within us, and we are bom 
of the Spirit, whatever may be our profession, we 
are dead in the sight of Grod. TVhat Jesns said 
to Nicodemus is equally applicable to us : " Ye 
must be bom again." '* Except a man be bom of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God." It has been thought by some 
that our Lord here makes an allusion to baptism ; 
and it is clear that this was the view of the 
Founders of our Church, by their selecting this 
portion of Scripture for the Gospel to be read at 
the Service for the Baptism of those of Kiper 
Years, and by the exposition and address follow- 
ing. ^sTor is it unreasonable to suppose that our 
blessed Lord is here insistiug on the necessity of 
baptism for aU ^he children of God, especially 
when we remember that on another and veiy 
solemn occasion, He enjoins the use of this Sacra- 
ment to follow faith in Himself "He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved." (Mark 
xvi 16.) Agreeably to this our Church teaches us 
that baptism is " generally necessary to salvation." 
(Catechism.) 

Having established, then, the necessity, let us 
endeavour, in humble dependence upon the help 
of God, to consider the Eequisites, the Benefits, 
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and the Obligations of Baptism. And in so doing 
I shall chiefly confine myself to the case of those 
who are baptized in riper years, after they have 
come to an age to answer for themselves, as is 
the case of our brother who has this day been 
admitted a member of Christ's Church. To treat 
upon the baptism of adults is in one sense easier 
and less complicated than that of infants, inas- 
much as the instances we have brought before us 
in Holy Scripture were of this kind. The Gospel 
was first preached to adults ; adults first received 
and believed it, and were first baptized. Circum- 
stances necessarily ordered it so to be. 

Now, the Eequisites for Baptism are well set be- 
fore us by Philip the Evangelist, in his answer to 
the Ethiopian Eunuch who desired to be baptized 
in the faith of Christ : " If thou believest with all 
thine heart, thou mayest ; " and his hearty and 
ready reply was : " I believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God." And upon this confession 
of faith, Philip baptized him, " and he went on 
his way rejoicing." (Acts viii. 37 — 39.) 

Again, as you have heard in the Exhortation 
(Baptismal Service) on Peter's first preaching of 
the Gospel on the day of Pentecost, when many 
were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter 
and to the rest of the Apostles, " Men and breth- 
ren, what shall we do?" Peter's reply was: 
"Eepent, and be baptized every one of you in 
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ihe name of Jesus Chnst for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gifb of the Holy 
Ghost" (Acts ii 37, 38.) 

Here we see a number of sinners brought under 
conviction of sin, very anxious to know what they 
should do, that their souls might be saved ; pierced 
to their very soul, not with a carnal weapon, but 
with the Word of God that is sharper than any 
two-edged sword. (Heb. iv. 12.) And for their 
healing and comfort and well-being, we find the 
Apostle enjoining baptism, joined with repentance 
and faith. It is plain, tlierefore, that for the 
Sacrament of Baptism to be of real effect there 
must be true repentance for sin, and hearty faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Those only can use 
this Sacramenf rightly who have been led to 
repent, to mourn over the sinfulness of their own 
hearts, to renounce the service of sin and the 
temptations of the world, to receive Christ as 
their Lord and Master, and henceforth to devote 
their whole life to Him. Without a spiritual 
conviction of sin by the Holy Ghost, and a 
spiritual enlightenment as to the need of a 
Saviour and His suitability to the sinner, the 
Sacrament of Baptism will convey no real bles- 
sing. Witness the case of Simon the Sorcerer, 
who after he had been baptized by Philip stiU 
continued in the gall of bitterness and bond of 
iniquity, and had no part nor lot in that holy 
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idigion of which he had received the outward 
sign. (Acts viii 18 — 23.) To enter indeed upon 
ihia holy Sacrament without due consideration, 
troe repentance, and sincere faith, would be pro- 
voking the Lord to send His judgment instead of 
His blessing. 

I come then now to consider the Benefits of 
Baptism to the sincere and enlightened recipient 
of it. 

These are great, because the Lord has enjoined 
this step to be taken by all His sincere and faith- 
ful disciples. Therefore our doing it is an act of 
obedience to Him, a proof of our love to Him. 
We may consider Him as saying, " If ye believe 
ia Me, give this proof of it, by submitting to this 
outward and public demonstration of your faith." 
Jesus has no secret followers who keep their faith 
hid up in their own hearts, but if any one believes 
in Him, he is to show it openly before the world. 
"Let your light shine before men," He says, " that 
they may see your good worksj and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven." (Matt. v. 16.) We 
may regard this then as one of the chief ends of 
baptism : namely, the opportunity it gives to the 
bue believer, the man who has been wrought upon 
by the Spirit of God, to confess his Saviour openly 
before the world* And, by so doing, he is at the 
same time joined publicly and manifestly with 
the whole body of Christ's Church throughout the 
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worli He receives the name of Christian, and 
he enters into fellowship with God's believing 
people ; he is introduced into the communion of 
saints. " The promises of forgiveness of sin, and 
of our adoption to be the sons of God by the Holy 
Ghost, are visibly signed and sealed. Faith is 
confirmed, and grace increased by virtue of prayer 
unto God." (Art. xxvii of Baptism.) Our Lord's 
love to His dear people for whom He died, was so 
great that He would leave no means unappointed 
which might tend to confirm their faith in Him- 
self, and assure them of the reality of His care 
and constant love towards them. He therefore 
instituted this Sacrament of Baptism as well as 
that of the Lord's Supper, in order that by the 
outward ceremony and use of water commanded 
by Himself, His people might have an assurance ^ 
that He Himself approved their faith, accepted 
their persons, and received them into fellowship 
and union with Himself. So that the baptized 
disciple who receives baptism rightly may say, 
" The Lord has admitted me to baptism, and given 
me this pledge that my sin is forgiven and washed 
away, that I am called to be a child of God and. 
an heir of eternal glory. I may now claim all the 
promises of God as my own; I can look upon 
death as a conquered foe, and look forward to a 
glorious resurrection to eternal life. I have now 
fulfilled what my Saviour requires of me, and if I 
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am true to Him I believe He will be true to me. 
I may bask henceforward in the sunshine of His 
love; I am privileged to "trust in Him at all 
times" (Psalm Ixii 8), and to hold daily and 
hourly communion with Him by prayer." Besides 
the baptized person has a right to expect that the 
gift of the Holy Ghost will be given him. It was 
80 with those twelve men whom the Apostle Paul 
found at Ephesus : when " they were baptized in 
the Name of the Lord Jesus, and Paul had laid his 
hands on them, the Holy Ghost came on them, 
and they spake with tongues and prophesied." 
(Acts xix. 5—7.) And Peter engages, on behalf 
of his Master, that the Holy Ghost should be given. 
"Eepent, and be baptized, every-one of you, in the 
Mame of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." 
(Acts ii 38.) Hence we see that there is an ex- 
press stipulation and engagement on God's part 
to give the Holy Spirit to those who believe and 
are baptized. Now we know that Gx)d will cer- 
tainly fulfil His own word ; and this great gift of 
the Holy Spirit is just what we need to seal our 
adoption, to complete <9ur sanctification, to reveal 
Jesus to us more folly, and to shed abroad the 
love of God into our hearts, — that "perfect love 
which casteth out fear," and imparts a holy 
confidence of our acceptance with Him and our 
imfftiliTig interest in His promises. Not that we 

E 
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look for now the extraordinary and miraculous 
gifts of the Spirit. Those which were largely 
distributed to the disciples at first, are no longer 
necessary now ; for they have served their purpose 
in testifying to the nations of the Divine origin of 
our holy religion ; and it is questionable whether 
the renewal of them would be of real benefit to 
the Church. But we want the outpouring of His 
gracious influences to act upon the minds and 
hearts of professing disciples of all denominations, 
ages, and ranks, that they may rise more up to 
the standard of Christ's holy religion, both of 
privilege and practice. Then only can we expect 
any great good to accrue to our fallen world. 
When " the Spirit is poured upon us from on high, 
and the wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruit- 
ful field be coimted for a forest and the work 

of righteousness shall be peace ; and the effect of 
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever." 
(Isaiah xxxii. 15 — 17.) When the Prophet's call 
is attended to: "Awake, awake; put on thy 
stength, Zion ; put on thy beautiful garments, 

Jerusalem, the holy city shake thyself 

from the dust ; arise and sit down, Jerusalem : 
loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, 
c&ptive daughter of Zion." (Isaiah lii 1, 2.) 

Lastly, I am to set before you some of the 
Obligations of Baptism. 

"As many of you as have been baptized into 



BELIEVE AND CONFESS. 51 

Christ, have put on Christ" (GaL iii 27.) Ye 
have put Him on by profession ; ye have solemnly 
and deliberately engaged yourselves to Him. And 
this bond is not the less binding because it was 
voluntary on your part The husband does not 
consider his obligation to his wife the less binding 
because it originated of his own free-will ; so the 
baptized Christian feels that he has chosen Christ, 
and that he must be Christ's for ever. There is 
no discharge from this warfare, neither does he 
look for any. " He knows whom he has trusted, 
and he is persuaded that He is able to keep that 
which he has committed to Him against that day." 
(2 Tim. i. 12.) Christ's enemies are his enemies; 
and he knows that as long as the world lasts, or 
the breath is in his body, he will have to " fight 
the good fight of faith," and to struggle hard 
against the world, the flesh, and the devil. There- 
fore he endeavours to arm himself with the same 
mind (1 Pet. iv. 1) that animated his great Captain, 
Jesus, and so to run with patience the race that is 
set before him, looking off and up to the Author 
and Finisher of His faith, even Jesus. (Heb. xii 
1, 2.) He remembers who has said, "Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life." (Eev. ii. 10.) He labours then to obtain 
that crown, and counts aU that he may meet with 
in the way- as well worth enduring, in order that 
he may gain it He knows that a tim<^ \^ V^^^s^vrsc^- 
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ing on when all his sorrows, trials, and conflicts 
shall be over, and he shall enjoy uninterrupted 
bliss and glory in the presence of his Saviour. 

Steadfastness then, dear brethren, is what we 
baptized Christians need ; and especially you, our 
brother, who have this day witnessed for the first 
time your faith in Jesus, before us all and in the 
presence of God. We call upon you to be stead- 
fast. We hope, we trust, we believe, that you are 
sincere ; we ask you now to prove it: prove it by the 
consistency and innocency of your life : by main- 
taining a conscience void of offence towards Gk)d 
and towards man : by growing in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
(2 Peter iii. 1 8) : by coming out from the world 
and keeping yourself separate from them. (2 Cor. 
vi 17.) Above all, we beseech you to remember 
that the character of Him who is set before you 
for imitation was, "Meek and lowly in heart" 
(Matt. xi. 29) ; therefore "be not high minded/' 
but think little of yourself and much of Christ 
If you have been truly taught of Grod as one of 
God's children, the more you know of yourself, the 
more vile and sinful will you appear to yourself; 
yet be not discouraged, for it was sinners that 
Jesus came to save, but use humbly and diligently 
all the means of grace, — the Sabbath Day, the 
public ordinances of the Church, the reading of 
the Bible> private prayer, the other Sacrament 
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that Jesus has ordained for your soul's welfare, 
even the Communion of His body and blood, — and 
you will find that they are something more than 
mere empty ordinances to you, but very channels 
of conveying Divine and holy unction into your 
heart and soul, whereby you may be nourished 
up into eternal life. We urge you then to be 
steadfast. By nature you are flesh, by grace we 
trust you are become spiritual. If you live in the 
Spirit, walk also in the Spirit, and you shall not 
fulfil the lust of the flesh (Gal. v. 16) ; but you 
should cultivate " the fruit of the Spirit, which is 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance; against such 
there is no law." (QaL v. 22, 23.) 



WHOSE AM I? 



** VoWf and pay unto the Lord your Ood.^^ — Psalm lxxvi. 11. 

I HAVE chosen this text with especial reference to 
you, my dear young friends, who have been pre- 
paring for the solemn and holy rite of Confirmation ; 
and which you expect the chief minister of our 
Church to administer to you in the ensuing week. 
And I trust the older members of my congregation 
will bear with me while I bring your case and 
duties more prominently forward: which indeed 
they may well do, considering how profitable it is 
for us all to be reminded of our early vows and 
professions made in our " first love." 

You have now arrived at the most interesting 
and important period of your existence, — a period 
when emerging out of childhood into youth and 
early manhood, — an age when your powers of 
mind are sufficiently ripened to understand some- 
thing at least of the grand truths that have been 
brought before you, — a time of life when you 
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nist determine ,for yotirself what course you will 
arsue for the future : whether you will give your 
eaxt to the worlds ancf take the intoxicating cup 
P its pleasure ; or whether you will humbly, 
leekly, and in a chastened spirit take up the 
x)ss of Christ, and, denying yourself, be content 
> suffer shame and slight for His dear name's 
ike. 

Surely, my dear young friends, never before 
ave the two opposing parties of the world and 
s votaries, and Christ and those that are His, 
Id for your hearts in such earnest rivalry! I 
ant you, then, to realize the momentousness of 
le occasion. I want so to quicken and elevate 
our spiritual vision that you may have a full 
iew of the contest which is before you, and 
hich you can no longer remain indifferent to; 
at which you 'mvsi now from this time forward 
ike an active part in, on the one side or on the 
bher. The text bids you "Vow, and pay unto 
le Lord your God ; " and I would seek to im- 
ress this pure word of the living God upon your 
dnds. First of all, here is the direction, " Vow 
. . . unto the Lord your God." 

Now this may be viewed in reference to your 
ast) and then in reference to what you are about 
y do. 

It cannot be said of you, my dear young friends, 
bat this is wholly the first time that you have 
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had to do with sacred vows of holy service and 
devotedness to God. No: so far back as your 
infancy, when you were only a few weeks or 
months old, the faith and pious concern of your 
parents and relatives brought you into the Church, 
into the midst of the assembly of Christ's wor- 
shippers, and you were then baptized by the 
minister with water, in the name of the Father, 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : you were, 
moreover, signed with the sign of the cross on 
your forehead, in token that you should never be 
ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified, 
and manfully to fight under His banner, against 
sin, the world, and the devil; and to continue 
Christ's faithful soldier and servant unto your 
life's end. (Baptismal Service.) And thus were 
you received into the congregation of Christ's 
flock, which is His holy Church; your sponsors 
having first engaged for you that you should live 
consistently with this great privilege and high 
caUing. It is the nature of their engagement 
that it is now incumbent on us to draw your 
attention to. You have been taught that they 
promised and vowed three things in your name. 
You know what those three things are ; they 
may be briefly summed up in three words, easy 
for you to remember, and which certainly must 
never be forgotten by you, — namely: Eepentance, 
Faith, and Obedience. They, your sponsors and 
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parents, undertook to instruct you in the nature 
and obligations of this holy religion into which 
you were introduced at your baptism. They 
have fulfilled their part. They have watched 
over you and instructed you and taught you 
unto this period of your life, when you are of 
sufficient age to profess for yourself that holy 
Mth into which you have been baptized, and 
to confess and serve that Divine Saviour whose 
name has been named upon you. This was a 
work that was done for you, over the doing of 
which you had no control, and in the ceremony 
of which, by reason of your tender age, you could 
take no active or intelligent part. It was a work 
that was done for you by your pious Christian 
Mends. Now, I ask, are you vexed or angry that 
this work was done for you, and that these vows 
were taken in your name ? or, do you not rather 
Ihank God that " He hath called you to this state 
of salvation " ? (Catechism.) That is, a state in 
which you may and will be saved, if you fulfil 
now your part of the covenant and conditions of 
it We cannot conceive of any right-minded and 
intelligent young person refusing to take up his 
baptismal engagements, but that he should thank- 
fully accept them, and humbly endeavour to fulfil 
them. But if there are any who are restless and 
uneasy imder the wholesome restraint of their 
Christian baptism, and, like the slothful servant 
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who hid his lord's money, afraid of their Lord's 
requirements, and so refuse to come forward to 
answer for themselves in the midst of the Church, 
— ^virtually repudiating that good and pious work 
that was done for them by the authors of their 
being, the guardians of their infancy, — ^let them 
know that they cannot shake off the responsi- 
bilities of that holy bond, and that until it is 
paid it will prove a worse halter to them than 
if a millstone were tied about their necks and 
they were drowned in the depths of the sea. 

The way, then, in which I would have you 
apply this injunction of Scripture to " Vow unto 
the Lord your God," with reference to your past 
life, is that you might look back to those holy 
promises and vo^s which your godpaxents made 
in your name when you were baptized ; and that 
you might humbly and in simple dependence 
upon God's grace take them upon yourself: which 
thing you are now shortly about to do at your 
Confirmation. Then you will answer in your 
own name, and ratify and confirm with your 
own mouth and consent, and that openly before 
the Church, all that your godfathers and god- 
mothers then promised for you. Surely, my dear 
young friends, it must be regarded as a most 
solemn and sacred vow, when you will there and 
then acknowledge yourself bound to all that they 
engaged for you, and so make an open profession , 
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of it in the Church! My desire and solicitude 
for you is, that when you do so, you may do so 
sincerely and intelligently, knowing what you are 
about to do, considering the very solemn and 
serious pi*ofession that you are about to make. 

It is the first time that the Church permits 
you to answer for yourseK and to make an open 
profession of your faith ; how necessary that you 
should begin well, that it may prove an earnest 
of the future consistency of your walk ! 

Much will depend upon the state of mind in 
which you will do this. Let me, then, endeavour 
to set before you some of the dispositions be- 
coming to this holy rita If you are properly 
instructed and duly impressed with what you are 
about to do, seriousness will pervade your souL 
Tou wOl think that this is no time or place for 
levity ; but that you are now in the presence of 
God and of the assembly of His people, and that 
you are about to profess your adherence to the 
great truths of the Christian reKgion, in answer 
to the inquiry of the chief minister of the Church. 
Let your mind, then, dwell upon what you are 
about to do, and let it not wander to other and 
foreign subjects. David says : " I hate vain 
thoughts; but Thy law do I love." (Ps. cxix. 
113.) Let your powers of mind be collected to 
receive and retain the instruction that may be 
. given. It is a service that can never come over 
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again to you. Some have never lost the good 
they got on their Confirmation day. 

In the next place, do not depend on what has 
already been performed for you: your Baptism 
and Church privileges. It is true you have had 
the outward sign and form of Baptism, by which 
you have been outwardly admitted into Christ's 
Church ; but, as your Catechism teaches you, 
there is an inward part and thing signified in 
this Sacrament, and that is, ''a death unto sin, 
and a new birth unto righteousnes." Without 
this your Baptism is not complete, nor have you 
been truly made " a member of Christ, the child 
of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven." Let your soul, then, be taken up with 
the necessity of a real spiritual work of grace 
within you, independent of and extraneous to 
any religious rite and ordinance whatsoever. 

Such a great work as a djdng unto sin and a 
living again unto righteousness, can only be ac- 
complished in you by the daily and hourly sup- 
plies of God the Holy Ghost operating within 
your heart, and quickening you from the death of 
sin to the life of righteousness. The Sacraments 
are channels and means of grace ; but they can- 
not of themselves impart life to you. You are 
" by nature a child of wrath," through your con- 
nection with the first Adam who sinned, and the 
evil nature of sin that you have inherited from 



WHOSE AM I? 61 

liim And you "are hereby made a child of 
grace" (Catechism), — that is, if you "receive 
Baptism rightly" (Art. xxviL), with repentance 
and faith : which holy dispositions of mind it is 
not in your power to exercise of yourself ; Jesus 
alone can give them unto you. He is exalted 
" a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance unto 
Israel (and to you too who now stand in the place 
of Israel), and forgiveness of sins." (Acts v. 31. 

The proper disposition of mind, then, to benefit 
by this sacred rite of Confirmation, is a spirit truly 
emptied of seK, a heart broken and contrite for 
gin, deeply humbled before God on account of 
indwelling sin, sensible of your own weakness 
and liability to go astray, having no trust in 
yourself, and yet leaning in child-like confidence 
and trust upon your beloved Saviour, who has 
done such great things for you, and has redeemed 
you through the shedding of His most precious 
blood: "In whom we have redemption through 
His blood, even the forgiveness of sins." (CoL 
i 14.) Believe, then, my dear young friends, in 
this blessed and glorious Saviour: you need not 
be afraid of believing too much. There is nothing 
to discourage us from believing in God's Holy 
Word ; the Saviour never checked the faith of 
any of His disciples, but always sought to foster 
and encourage it. He was quick to discern it and 
ready to reward it, and so will you find it if you 



62 SERMON IV. 

only can believe ; as He said to one of old, and 
through him to us also, "If thou canst believe; 
all things are possible to lum that believeth." 
(Mark ix. 23.) If there is one thing more than 
another that you ought to be especially watchful 
about, it is that you may not give up one iota of 
your faith in Jesus ; but take care that it is ever 
increasing. You wiU lose it if you do not increase 
it. It was a good prayer that the disciples made 
to Jesus, and one that we need continually to 
repeat : " Lord, increase our faitL" (Luke xvii. 5.) 
Satan will be especially busy with you here in 
trying to weaken your faith, and to dissuade you 
from believing the promises. He will insinuate, 
These are not for you : they are for the children of 
God ; and you are not one of His children. Now, 
how must you answer such a devilish suggestion 
as this ? You must reply, Jesus will answer for 
me : He is my Advocate with the Father. True 
I am a sinner, and grieve to find much evil in me 
stm, and am far from having all the marks of His 
children I could wish for ; but this I know, that 
Jesus shed ffis blood for sinners : therefore /or me. 
And through the sprinkling of His blood upon 
my heart and conscience, I will be bold to avow 
myself a child of God and a member of His holy 
Church, which is His spiritual body. Satan may 
assault, and your heart may be ready to prove 
treacherous; but you must believe God rather 
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than self or the deviL You must say, " Let God 
be true, though every man be a liar" (Eom. iii 
4); and "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in 
Him."^ (Job xiii 15.) Keeping faith, you will 
keep everything. It will keep you humble; it 
will keep you holy; it will keep you obedient. 
Faith is the root that draws from Christ; good 
works, righteousness, and the graces of the Spirit 
are the fruit. These can alone be evidenced and 
brought forth by abiding in Him as the branch 
abiding in the Vine. Once separated from the 
parent stem, and death surely and inevitably 
ensues. One reason why we bring forth such 
little fruit is because we are not careful enough 
to abide in Christ, and that His words should 
abide in us. We are apt, after a time, to think 
that there is some. life in ourselves; but this is 
an error : " For ye are dead, and your life is hid 
with Christ in God." (CoL iii. 3.) St. Paul also 
says : " / do not live any longer {i,& Si ovk €tl 
€70)) ; but Christ liveth in mer (Gal. ii. 20.) 

In conclusion, let me impress upon you the 
solemn injunction of the text, "Vow, and pay 
unto the Lord your God.*' You are about to pay 
something of your vow next week, on the Con- 
firmation day. Take care that you do it with a 
true heart, that you come not under the curse of 
the deceiver, that hath in his flock a male, and 
voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt 
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thing. (MaL L 14) But this will only be the 
beginning of your payment : your whole 'life will 
be too short to pay to Him what you owe Him. 
If you believe that He has redeemed you from 
sin and destruction, you wUl consider that you 
are not your own, but bought with the price of 
His most precious blood, shed upon the cross fox 
you ; and the serious and hearty remembrance 
of this will constrain you to glorify Him in your 
body and in your spirit, which are God's. (1 Coi. 
vl20.) 

And in the present day, if spared, you will find 
it no easy matter to be faithful to your Lord and 
Master, Jesus. We are living in the time of the 
end, when iniquity is abounding and the love 
of many is waxing cold. Scoffers, infidels, false 
teachers have arisen, denying the Lord who 
bought them ; speaking perverse things to draw 
away disciples after them. It is, therefore, the 
more incumbent upon you, dear brethren, to be 
on your watch-tower, "lest ye also, being led 
away with the error of the wicked, fall from 
your own steadfastness." (2 Pet. iii 17.) But 
be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might, "taking unto you the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand." (Ephes. vi 
10, 11, 13.) Make the Word of God your special 
study, with prayer for the Holy Spirit's teaching. 
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If we have especial temptations in these days, we 
may be sure that the Word of God is able to meet 
them alL We must therefore bring everything 
to this test. Nothing is to be considered right 
that is not allowed by its sanction ; and every- 
thing that it reprobates is to be viewed with just 
abhorence, in how specious and harmless a light 
soever it be represented to us. 

We live in dangerous, perplexing, and trjdng 
times, when we hear and read of many strange 
innovations and fancies. Christians seem to have 
got almost tired of the plain, good, old-fashioned 
Bible of our forefathers, and of the simple yet 
Scriptural Liturgy of our Church. The rage of 
the age is for effect and excitement and sensa- 
tion; and that in religious matters. But this is 
no more than the Apostle has forewarned us of, 
^thcjt in the last days perilous times shall come." 
(2 TiuL iii. 1.) These things are to sift the faith 
of professors ; and woe unto us, if we at last be 
found having indeed a name to live whilst we 
are dead. (Eev. iii. 1.) 
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** Who His ovm self hare our sins in His oum body, on the. tree, 
that we, being dead to sins, should Uve unto righteousness : 
[by whose stripes ye were healed."] — 1 Pbt. n. 24. 

According to my promise to you, my young friends, 
who have been lately Confirmed, I shall endeavour, 
by God's help, to set before you this morning the 
nature of the Lord's Supper, and the state of mind 
requisite for the worthy partaking of it, with the 
view to persuade you to avail yourselves of the 
privilege now open to you of attending this spi- 
ritual and highly-edifying ordinance. 

As I represented to you in my former discourse, 
you have partaken of the sacrament of Baptism, 
when you were infants : you were then baptized 
into Christ's holy faith, and His holy name was 
then named upon you, through the care and piety 
of your parents and god-parents. That service 
you could take no active part in yourselves, owing 
to your tender years. It was not so, however, with 
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the service which you were present at last Wed- 
nesday. It will be well for you for a moment to 
contrast the two services in your mind. There are 
points of contrast and of connection. In the first 
service your faculties were too immature to know 
what was going on ; but in this recent service of 
your Confirmation you had your full powers of 
mind and observation, so that I doubt not nothing 
escaped you on that interesting occasion. And yet 
this second service is connected with the first, and 
could have had no meaning unless you had pre- 
viously partaken of the first. It is what has grown 
naturally out of the first. And supposing this service 
had no existence, there would be something want- 
ing to you at this most critical period of your life 
to which you have arrived. But our' Church has 
wisely, and in the most tender considemtion, pro- 
* vided a Confirmation Service for the youth of our 
land, who have been baptized in their infancy 
in the name of the Holy Trinity. This service 
has been established in order to help you and 
strengthen you in the good ways of the Lord. It 
presents itself to you just at that interesting time 
when life is opening before you ; and just at that 
critical time when you are forced to feel the temp- 
tations that surround you and the evil that is 
lurking within you. It comes to woo your hearts 
and bid for your souls, or rather to assert long- 
standing claims that cannot be gainsayed. To 
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those claims you have given in your adhesion; 
you have recognized and owned them : and it is 
well for you that you have, for they were the 
claims of justice, of filial gratitude, and of obe- 
dience to the Divine authority. They were ra- 
tional and heavenly claims, such as are contained 
in the words of Inspired Wisdom : " My son, give 
Me thy heart." (Prov. xxiii. 26.) In yielding 
yourselves to these claims, you have acknowledged 
that Christ has a right over you and yours ; that 
you are no longer your own, but that you belong 
to Him who has made you His by purchase, the 
price being His precious blood. You have delibe- 
rately confirmed and ratified in your own persons, 
and by your own word of mouth, all that your 
god-parents engaged for you at that fii-st service. 
You have now released them of the charge, and 
have taken it upon yourselves. You have had the 
solemn and weighty, yet most encouraging exhor- 
tation of the Bishop, both before and after your 
open profession. You have had the laying on of 
his hands, after the example of the Apostles to the 
first Christians, accompanied by his earnest prayer 
for you, as you knelt at the altar-rail. And now 
it remains for you to fulfil the duties of your 
Christian profession, to take up your cross daily 
and follow Christ You were warned on that day 
that it is not an easy thing to do this, that theie 
are difficulties and enemies in the way : moreov^, 
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ihat you have no strength of yonr own to encounter 
one of them, and that if you wish to come off vic- 
torious, you must look to the Rock that is higher 
than you (Psalm IxL 2), even to your Almighty 
Friend above, who has proved Himself to be your 
Friend by what he has already done for you, in 
coming down from' heaven for you, taking your 
nature upon Him though He was the Son of God, 
and laying down His life for you on the cross ; 
and that, having conquered death, and the grave, 
and all the powers of hell, and gone up with great 
triumph into heaven, He sits there at God's right 
hand, endowed with Almighty power, to befriend 
you the moment you make your humble but be- 
lieving appeal to Him. That you are privileged to 
call upon Him at any time, and more especially 
when you feel the assaults of your powerful ene- 
mies. 

. Let us, then, now proceed to consider the nature 
of the Lord's Supper, which you are now, for the 
first time in your lives, eligible to partake of. 

L The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is a 
Commemorative Service. It is commemorative of 
the Christian Sacrifice, which is the death of 
Christ upon the cross. This is the end for which 
Christ instituted His Supper, namely, to com- 
memorate this great event And with this the 
teaching of our Protestant Church of England 



70 SERMON V. 

thoroughly agrees. In answer to the question in 
the Catechism, " Why was the Lord's Supper or- 
dained ?" the reply is, " For the continual remem- 
brance of the Sacrifice of the death of Christ and 
of the benefits which we receive thereby." This is 
the true Scriptural account of the Loi'd's Supper. 
But in the Church of Eome we have the abuse 
and perversion of this holy ordinance, for they 
contend that every time the Lord's Supper is 
celebrated according to their form, that a new and 
fresh sacrifice is offered imto God, the same as 
Christ offered upon the cross. They hold that the 
bread, or wafer, and wine when consecrated by 
the priest, is changed into the body and blood 
together with the soul and divinity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. (Creed of Pope Pius TV.) • This 
doctrine is called the doctrine of transubstanti- 
ation, and it is an idolatrous doctrine, for, after 
consecration, the priest " adores the sacrament on 
his knees, and then lifts it up above his head for 
the adoration of the people." (Eoman Missal.) The 
consecrated wafer, or Host, as it is called (from 
the Latin Hostia, a sacrifice), is declared entitled to 
the same degree of worship as is due to God. 
(Council of Trent.) Thus the Church of Eome 
has perverted this beautiful and significant ordi- 
nance into a mystery of iniquity and idolutrous 
ceremony. And it is sad to think that some 
clergymen of our own Church are affecting these 
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abominable dogmas of Eome by unduly reverencing 
the consecrated bread and wine, and entitling 
the sacrament of the Lord*s Supper " the Christian 
Sacrifice." It is not " the Christian Sacrifice," as 
Christ's death upon the cross can alone be called 
that. And the Lord's Supper is a memorial of 
that one great and sufficient Sacrifice and Propi- 
tiation which He then offered of Himself, for the 
sins of the whole world. 

To call the Lord's Supper a sacrifice is to dero- 
gate from the honour and merit of Christ's one 
Sacrifice, once offered. (See Heb. ix. 26 ; x. 1 0, 
12, 1 4.) It is to lead men away from looking to 
the finished work of Christ that He has wrought 
out for sinners by His life and death, and which 
in the Gospel He offers for our acceptance by 
faith, to something that they can do themselves, 
some performance of their own that they are to do 
through the priest and the office of the Church. 
Now the result of such a perversion of truth is to 
rob the Saviour of His glory, and to make the 
poor blind sinner to wander out of the way. 
(Deut. xxvil 18.) Eecollebt then, my dear friends, 
that the Lord's Supper is simply a commemorative 
ordinance. It commemorates, that is, brings to 
remembrance an act that is past, that was once 
done and can never be repeated. An act, indeed, 
of stupendous love, and grace, and mercy, and 
through which all our blessings flow unto us : 
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" The sacrifice of the death of Christ" The Lord's 
Supper may be called the Sacrament of our re- 
demption, because it - celebrates Christ's death by 
which we were redeemed. That Christ's death 
was a sacrifice the words of our text sufficiently 
point out : " Who His own self bare our sins 
in His own body on the tree." Had we had no 
sins they would not have been laid upon Christ, 
and if our sins had not been laid upon Christ He 
would not have suffered the accursed death of the 
cross. But the statement of the Apostle is plain, and 
cannot be contradicted, — ^that He his own self bare 
our sins in ^is own body on the tree. That is, in 
other words, that when He was nailed to the cross> 
and left to die there, He was bearing, as a Sacrifice, 
the guilt of all who will receive Him, and look to 
Him, by faith, ya this character of a Sin-bearer, 
and put their whole trust in Him, as the Bearer of 
their sins personally and individually. Throughout 
holy Scripture this is spoken of as the procuring 
cause of the death of Christ : the justice of God 
required a sufficient sacrifice ere sin could be 
atoned for, and the grace and love of God provided 
what was required in the spotless and glorious 
Person of the Son of God, and the infinite merit of 
His blood shed on the cross in solemn and divinely 
appointed expiation for sin. It is upon the sincere 
faith of this cardinal truth of the Gospel that the 
acceptance of the sinner depends. If our hopes 
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are not fixed upon Christ, and Christ crucified for 
us, we are still in our sins, we lie under the curse 
of the law, as transgressors ; we are liable to the 
wrath of God, and we have no escape from it, since 
we reject the only redemption that God ever will 
or can accept, namely, that of His Son Jesus 
Christ, which also He (Jesus) wrought out in 
perfect obedience to, and concurrence with, the 
will of His Father in heaven. 

The death of Christ, then, is the charter of our 
salvation, the essence of our religion, and the life 
of our souls. We must begin with Christ crucified 
for us, we must continue with Him, and we must 
end with Him. And this is what the Saviour 
means when He tells us, " Except ye eat the flesh 
of the Son of man and drink His blood, ye have 
no life in you" (John vi. 53) : which means, that 
we are spiritually to feed upon Him by faith 
in our hearts, in His character of our Sin-bearer. 
If this be neglected, all our good works, and alms- 
deeds, and attendance upon religious ordinances, 
will profit us nothing ; we have no ground to stand 
upon, we are building our house upon the sand. 

The death of Christ, as a Sacrifice for sin, needs 
to be constantly applied by the Christian, because, 
in this world, and in the body of his flesh, he has 
constantly to do with sin ; he is ever contracting 
fresh defilement, nor can any of its pollution be 
washed out without a repairing again to the all- 
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healing fountain of Christ's blooA (1 John L 7.) 
If this is borne in mind, the beauty and suitable- 
ness of the Lord's Supper will become more 
apparent to us. We shall divest it of the mys- 
teriousness that some wrap round it, and we shall 
use it in an intelligent, reverent, and penitent 
manner. 

The Lord's Supper is a spiritual ordinance ; the 
food is spiritual, for it is Christ ; and it can alone 
be partaken of by those who are spiritual. The 
carnal and unspiritual may, indeed, receive the 
bread and the wine, but they partake not of Christ, 
for they do not discern the Lord's body through 
the outward sign ; and so they make, as the 
Papists do, the material elements their Christ, 
instead of Him who died and rose again, and is 
now at God's right hand in heaven. 

The Lord's Supper, then, is useful to remind us 
of the death of Christ, and of the benefits that it 
has procured for us. We go there to thankfully 
commemorate, and celebrate that great event ; and 
to profess our faith in the merit and efficacy of it 
to procure us forgiveness of our sins, the favour 
of God, and everlasting life. Therefore, when we 
come to this holy Supper, we should come with 
glad and thankful hearts, humbled indeed for our 
sins, but full of Christy and His doing and dying 
for us. This is the only way in which this ordi- 
nance can do us any good, or have any significance 
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to US. Therefore, most diligent preparation, and 
most faithful dealing with ourselves, is necessary, 
in order to the worthy and profitable partaking of 
it. An unworthy or unprepared partaking of it is 
a sin against the Lord, and provokes Him to visit 
us with judgment. 

I invite you, then, my dear brethren who believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and especially you, my 
dear young friends who have so lately taken up 
your baptismal obligations, and acknowledged your- 
selves bound to fulfil them, as well as openly 
avowed your deliberate and voluntary intention 
to do so, — I invite you to a step of still further 
progress in the heavenly course : I invite you to 
come next Sunday to a feast of the Lord's own 
providing: a spiritual feast, — a feast for your 
souls, such as you have never had yet, but such 
as I trust you will often and habitually avail 
yourselves of, for when once you have tasted its 
blessedness you will not like to lose one opportu- 
nity offered you. And recollect, that the profit of 
this feast will mainly depend on yourselves, — the 
state of mind with which you are exercised, and 
the views you have of Christ. Let faith be strong 
then, and let the desires of your soul go out after 
Him who loved you so much as to give Himself 
for you, to deliver you from your sins. Let not 
your youth and inexperience hinder you from 
coming ; Christ died for the young as well as for 
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those who are older. -Nothing should hinder you 
from drawing near, but a want of sincerity and the 
consciousness that there is some cherished sin, 
something in the world or something of self that, 
you cannot give up for the sake of Him who gave 
up all for you. Neither let a sense of your own 
unwbrthiness keep you back. Unless you had 
some degree of this you would not be a worthy 
partaker. It is right and proper that you should 
feel your sins, and especiaUy in drawing so near to 
your Lord as to feed upon His body and blood ; 
but be cheered by the thought that where sin has 
abounded grace has much more abounded, and 
therefore let the feeling of thankful gratitude and 
love prevail even over the feeling of bitterness for 
sin. 

And remember, that if Christ bare your sins 
in his own body on the tree, His object in 
doing so was, that you, dying to sin should Uve 
unto righteousness. If you truly believe in Jesus 
it will have this effect upon you : it will be the 
death-blow to your sins. " How should we, that 
are dead to sin, live any longer therein ? " (Eom.. 
vi 2.) Unless, then, your religion has this efiect 
upon you, you may well doubt whether you have 
ever yet believed at alL Ordinances and sacra- 
ments, and attending Church cannot save us. 
These things are proper, and it is our duty to do 
them, but they have no part in procuring our 
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justification before Qod. Many rest in these moral 
and religious duties, to the* deceiving of their 
souls. But what does the Apostle urge upon us ? 
A death unto sin, and a new life unto righteous- 
ness. Without this we have the name to live 
whilst we are dead. We are outwardly Christians, 
but not inwardly. We have been baptized in 
water, but not "with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire." (Luke iii 16.) There is no greater or more 
common device of Satan than to lead us to rest in 
Church privileges and outward ordinances, fancying 
that we hTG believers when we have never been 
"bom again." (John iii. 3.) "Without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord." (Heb. xii 14.) But 
holiness is an inward, not an outward work ; and 
there can be no true holiness without we become 
dead unto sin and live unto righteousness. 



WHY HE SUFFEKED 



"JenUf w?ien He had cried again with a loud voice^ yielded 
uptheghoaV^ — ^Matt. xxvii. 50. 



The death of Jesus was no ordinary death ; the 
circumstances attending it sufficiently prove this. 
Jesus was no ordinary man ; His life, and works, 
and doctrines declare Him to be without a com- 
peer ; of Him the officers of the Pharisees sent 
to take Him, said, "Never man spake like this 
Man ; " and the eye-witnesses of His works said, 
" We never saw it on this fashion." But a short 
time before He had ridden into Jerusalem amidst 
the shouts of the multitude, — "Hosanna to the 
Son of David ; Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord." But now the body of the 
nation had risen up against Him and demanded 
His blood. " Let Him be crucified ! " was their 
vociferous and oft-repeated cry. To appease the 
multitude, and out of deference to them, Pontius 
Pilate, the Eoman Governor, had delivered Him 
up into their hands and given sentence that He 
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sliould be crucified : a mode of death practised by 
the Bomans on malefactors and those condemned 
to die for crimes which they had committed ; and 
fherefore the most shameful mode of putting to 
death. There was a peculiarity also attaching to 
this form of death, according to Jewish notions, 
that, in their law, those who suffered it were pro- 
nounced accursed. In the death of Christ, these 
two things were fulfilled, — "He was numbered 
among the transgressors ; " and " He was made a 
curse." 

The death of Jesus was a violent death. " Who 
shall declare His generation ? for He was cut off 
out of the land of the living." (Isaiah liii. 8.) His 
death was not an accidental death, neither did He 
perish in battle ; but His life was taken from 
Him ; He was legally tried and condemned by 
the council of the Jewish nation ; and their sen- 
tence was confirmed and executed by the authority 
of the Eoman Governor. Several were the charges 
which they brought against Him ; not now all 
alleged for the first time. There was a general and 
long-standing grudge against Him in. the minds 
of some for imposing upon the people and pro- 
pounding doctrines under false pretences. *'He 
deceiveth the people," was their testimony con- 
cetming Him. This charge originated with the 
chief priests, scribes, and Pharisees who sat in 
Moses' seat, the seat of authoriry, and whose 
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official duty it was to teach the people out of the 
law and the Prophets; but who neglected to do 
so, and overlaying the Word of God with their 
own traditions, in many instances they taught just 
contrary to the plain and evident sense of Scrip- 
ture. Their endeavour was to keep the people in 
ignorance and in spiritual and servile bondage. 
The object of our Lord, on the contrary, was to 
inform and enlighten the people by expounding 
the Word of God faithfully. He came to declare 
the will of Him that sent Him, — that is, G<)d, 
His Father. Hence the more the people were 
instructed and enlightened by listening to His 
discourses, and by studying their Scriptures in 
the light of them, the more was the system (rf 
ignorance, superstition, and self-righteousness, that 
the Pharisees maintained, undermined ; and, by 
natural consequence, the more were the evil pas- 
sions of their nature — envy and malice — excited 
against Him who was the chief Mover in the work 
of reformation. This is the cause that they spoke 
so against Him, and dissuaded the people from 
attending to His doctrine. " He has a devil, and 
is mad ; why hear ye Him ? " was their not infre- 
quent remark. It was impossible that there could 
be any true harmonizing between them and TTini. 
Their principle was the power of darkness ; His 
the light of truth. Hence, being armed with 
worldly power and authority, it was only follow- 



WHY HE SUFFERED. 81 

ing their natural and proper principle to put Him 
down and silence Him, even if the doing so 
demanded that He should be out off from the 
earth. But in carrying out this wicked design, 
there must be a show of justice and legality of 
proceeding, or they would bring themselves into 
disrepute with the people. This consideration 
supplies the rationale oi our Lord's apprehension, 
trial, condemnation, and execution. But we are 
to remember that the opportunity and power to 
carry out their wicked designs against our Lord's 
life would never have come, unless the over-ruling 
providence of God had permitted it to take place. 
That Grod should give up this holy Man, His 
" Righteous Servant," who was also His well- 
beloved Son, into the hands of wicked men, 
permitting the wicked to triumph over Him 
and take away His life from the earth,, requires 
the supposition of a design and purpose on the 
part of God answerable to so wondrous and so 
sad an event. This also is made clear in Holy 
Scripture, which is not silent on this point, but 
through its length and breadth brings before us 
an adequate cause and sufficient end to be 
answered by so great an event. Marvellous as 
it may seem to our conceptions, and irreconcilable 
to our previous views of things, it is nevertheless 
a well-attested doctrine of Holy Scripture, that 
Christ's death was not fortuitous, or merely a 
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su£fermg for righteousness' sake as an example 
unto others. This does not supply sufficient 
motive in the Divine mind, and is consequently 
unworthy of God, since there are other noble 
instances of patient suffering which serve as 
examples, though none so illustrious as His ; 
whose passion indeed is the highest example of 
patient suffering, but also a soLcrifice for sin. 
This is the mystery of Christ's death, which, 
when we acknowledge and receive in humble 
faith, is opened to us. And on no other suppo- 
sition can the providence of God be justified in 
permitting His dear Son to fall into the hands 
of sinners, and be so mercilessly dealt with by 
them. But, allowing this, we find in it an object 
worthy of God to suiTcnder, and of His Son to 
suffer, in order to accomplish. In the doings and 
works of men we always endeavour to trace a 
motive for their actions, and the motive must 
always bear comparison with the work, or we 
are bound to suspect that we have not hit upon 
the right motive. This, experience teaches us, 
is invariably the case : things done without a 
motive, or insufficient motive, belong unto mad- 
men and fools. Now, this was a motive worthy 
of God : the end to be answered was commen- 
surate with the greatness and wonderfulness of the 
event. That Christ, the Son of God, should die 
for sinners of mankind, to recover them to God 
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and to reconcile God, His Father, unto them, is 
at once glorifying to the mercy, grace, and justice 
of Gk)d, as well as gladdening to the hearts of 
men. This is, in fact, the very pith and essence 
of the Gospel: it is that which constitutes it a 
Gospel. Leave this out, and where is the Gospel 
to be found ? The name is left, but the substance 
is gone. This is in accordance with God's wUl and 
predeterminate counsel before the world was made. 
Hence He is said to be " the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world/' (Eev. xiii. 8.) John 
the Baptist also calls Him "the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world " (John 
i 29), — an epithet which can have no significance 
when applied to Christ, unless asserted of Him 
with reference to His sacrificial character. John 
the Evangelist also asserts of Him, — " He is the 
propitiation for our sins " (1 John ii. 2) ; and 
the word implies a propitiation through sacrifice. 
Such is Christ, and such is the nature of His 
death upon the cross : a death which was de- 
manded of Him as being our Surety, since from 
our sins we were liable to the penalty of death 
and the just wrath of Almighty God. 

The death of Christ, though violent, was a 
voluntary suffering on His part ; He surrendered 
His own life. The power and malice of His 
enemies would not have been able to prevail 
against Him, had He chosen to exert His own 
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power against them. He could have hidden 
Himself &om them^ as He had done on former 
occasions, when their malice was much excited 
against Him, and so, passing through the midst 
of them, would have gone His way ; or He could 
have prayed to His Father, and, in the twinkling 
of an eye, twelve legions of angels would have 
been at His side to put forth their excelling 
strength on His behalf, — and where would then 
His enemies have been found ? But this suflfering 
and death of Christ was patiently and willingly 
undergone by Him on behalf of those for whom 
He undertook, and whose cause He had espoused. 
The Scriptures, of which He had a perfect under- 
standing, were a guide to Him in this respect. 
Knowing, as He did, that He was the Messiah, 
the Christ, unto whom God had committed the 
redemption of the world and the salvation of the 
Church ; therefore He was most zealous that every 
prophecy relating to Him in this character should 
be fully accomplished, in order that He might 
be thoroughly manifested to be the Messiah, the 
Saviour of the world, the Hope of His people. 
Knowing, then, that the work of redemption could 
not be done without His paying the ransom-price 
required of sufifering, of death, and blood shedding, 
he, therefore, cheerfully went through with all the 
painful circumstances and aggravations of His pas- 
sion ; and in so doing He acted in perfect obedience 
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to the will of God, His Father. For such was the 
kind, the merciful, the benevolent will of God 
towards us sinners, that notwithstanding our sins 
and natural enmity against Him, He willed not 
our death, but rather that we might be saved and 
live. 

We are now, then, shut up to this only way of 
salvation, which is by faith in a crucified Saviour, 
the Son of God crucified and put to death fur us, 
and that in the character of our Sin-bearer and 
propitiatory Sacrifice. It is not possible that any 
one can deliver himseK from his sins, and that he 
can be exonerated from the gmlt and condemna- 
tion they deserve by anything that he can do, by 
any measures he may take, or by anything that 
can be done for him, if he do not take and lay 
hold of by faith this one Eemedy of the Gospel, 
— receiving, in humble, thankful, adoring faith, 
Christ's blood shed upon the cross in solemn, 
awful sacrifice, as the atonement for his sins. 

Without shedding of blood, under the law, there 
is no remission of sins, — signifying, that without 
the blood of Christ's cross no one could be for- 
given; and it was to show this that the forgiveness 
of the sinner, under the law, was made to depend 
upon the offering of the legal sacrifice in the 
Divinely appointed manner. Two things were 
necessary that the offering of the sinner, under 
the law, should be accepted. His sacrifice must 
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be without blemish, and its blood must be offered 
by the priest in sacrifice unto God on his behalt 
But Christ combines in His person and character 
the reality of a Sacrifice and the ofi&ce of Priest. 
He is the spotless Lamb of God, once offered for 
us on Calvary, that taketh away the sin of the 
world ; and also. He is " Jesus, the Son of God, 
our great High Priest^ who is passed through the 
heavens." (SieXrjXvdora tov9 ovpavoif^;,) If Jesus 
had not died. He had not offered the sacrifice, 
the only effectual sacrifice for sins, and which 
gave all the virtue and strength that they had to 
the legal sacrifices; which, looked upon without 
reference to Christ's sacrifice, have no meaning in 
them. And if Christ has not offered the sacrifice 
for our sins, the guilt of them is still upon us, 
and the infinite justice and holiness of God must 
require it of us, and there is no way by which we 
could satisfy it, and turn away His wrath, which 
is *' a consuming fire." But we are warranted in 
believing that the sacrifice of the death of Christ 
has done this for us. It was an offering for sin, and 
as such was acceptable unto God the Father, and 
accounted suflicient by Him for those on whose 
behalf He offered it. Scripture assures us that 
the death of Christ has reconciled God to us, 
and that on account of the merit of His death 
and sufferings He will not impute our trespasses 
unto us« If it is so, then, dear brethren, what 
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have we to do but to give God the glory, and to 
accept the atonement that has been made for our 
sins by the death of Christ ; to draw our life 
from His death ; our hope from His extremity ; 
our gladness from His sorrow ; the clear shining 
of the light of God's countenance upon us from 
th6 hiding of God's face from Him when bearing 
our sins ? 

The death of Christ ! It is right that we should 
have one day in the year to celebrate and com- 
memorate this great and wonderful event ; though 
we need to think and meditate upon it, — the 
causes and the benefits of it, — every day of our 
lives. 

Suffer me, then, to ask you in conclusion, 
whether you have learnt the meaning of the 
death of Christ in your own soul's experience ? 
What is the death of Christ to you ? Is it 
everything to you ; that upon which you hang 
the hope of your soul? Can you joyfully trust 
that you shall never perish, since Christ has 
died for you? If you are living by faith upon 
Him (and there can be no life in you except you 
are), how precious will His death be in your 
sight! You will be glad of every opportunity 
of availing yourseK of commemorating it in the 
communion of His body and blood that He has 
Himself appointed and ordained. His person. 
His work, and His word will be very dear to 
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your soul It will be your constant aim to show 
your love to Him, by keeping His commandments, 
by holding feat to His pises, and by waxring 
against the world, the flesh, and the deviL Apply, 
then, the death of Christ to your hearts by faith, 
dear brethren, and you wiU find that it will 
deliver you firom the slavery of sin and Satan, 
and will bring you into all the liberty of the 
children of God. 



BE GLAD; HE'S RISEN. 



" Then the same day, at evening , being tJie first day of the toeek, 
when tlie doors were shut where the disomies were assembled, 
for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst^ and 
saith tmto them, Peace be unto you. And when lie had so 
said. He showed unto them His hands and His side. Then 
were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.^^ — JoHK 
XX. 19, 20. 

St. Mask tells us, that when Jesus was risen early, 
the first day of the week, He appeared first unto 
Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven 
devils. (Mark xvi. 9.) She was one of the earliest 
at the sepulchre, and lingered the longest there, 
after the disciples had gone away unto their own 
home. Her heart was filled with grief because 
she found not the body of her Lord, as she ex- 
pected. She stood without, at the sepulchere, 
weeping. Having had much forgiven her, she 
loved much, and she had fondly hoped to have had 
the satisfaction of performing the last kind offices 
of friendship and afTection to His dead body. She, 
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with her companions, had brought sweet spices to 
anoint the body of Jesus, according to the custom 
of the Jews in burying their dead. Our Lord bore 
testimony to her love and fidelity, by appearing 
first to her. No grief was greater than hers, for it 
was a heart-sorrow that she felt. She had lost 
Him whom she had been wont to look up to with 
the greatest reverence, love, and delight ; Him, 
who was the dearest and choicest Friend she had 
upon earth ; to whom she was bound by the ties 
of the deepest gratitude, who had rescued her from 
the pit of destruction, biinging up her life again, 
as it were, from the yawning gulf ; who had de- 
livered her from misery and Satan's thrall, and 
made her what she now was, — happy in the love 
of Jesus. Jesus makes but little delay, from the 
time of His quitting the cold grave, to reassure her 
of His love, and of His life. Her's was a holy love 
that she had for her Lord and Master, mixed with 
the profoundest reverence for the dignity and 
excellency of His person and character. Not only 
did she witness in Him moral purity, heavenly 
wisdom, and untiring benevolence, but there was 
a glory about His person, and a power in His 
words and doings, that convinced her that He 
must be the Son of God, the Saviour of the world. 
Howbeit, neither she, nor the other disciples, not 
even Peter, who had made that noble confession of 
Him, " Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
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Grod/' seem to have had any expectation of His 
rising again the third day, according as He had 
said. But the loss of Him was so heavy, His 
injurious treatment and shameful and ignominious 
death on the cross so recent, that they had hardly 
as yet recovered the shock of it enough to remem- 
ber the word He had spoken, and the promise He 
had given them of rising again. When Mary 
Magdalene hastened to tell them that had been 
with Him, the good news of His resurrection, it 
was as " they were mourning and weeping." (Mark 
xvi. 10.) Thus it often is that, in the first rush of 
grief and stern reality of bereavement, the mind is 
80 preoccupied with what is sorrowful and depress- 
ing, as to be unable at once to realize the many 
topics of consolation that are left ; or to view with 
calmness those glorious hopes of the Gospel that 
forbid our sorrowing for those who sleep in Jesus, 
" even as others which have no hope." Gradually, 
however, the mind, if rightly directed, recovers 
itself from the rude shock it has received at the 
hand of the ruthless enemy, and, fortified by faith 
in the promises of God, is able to exclaim, "0 
death ! where is thy sting ? grave ! where is 
thy victory ? " How much the grief and sorrow 
of the disciples would have been lessened, had 
they dwelt more on the word and promise that 
Jesus had given to them, that He would rise again 
from the dead on the third day ! And to weigh 
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against the improbability of such an event taking 
place, how cheering and encouraging to call to 
mind, that not one of His words had ever yet 
foiled ! and why should this ? Why should not 
He who called Lazarus again from thef grave, 
after he had laid there long enough for corruption 
to commence, be able to raise HimseK to life 
again ? 

But sorrow had gained the day with them, and, 
for the time at least, obscured from their minds 
any bright hopes for the futura They were sad. 
Sad from want of knowing more q{ the Scriptures, 
and from not exercising more faith in the Son of 
God their Saviour, Jesus Christ. Thus we find 
that Jesus gently reproves the imbelief and igno- 
rance of two of them, whom he had joined himself 
to and conversed with, as they journeyed into the 
country : " fools, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the Prophets have written: ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things and to enter 
into His glory ? " Thus passed the early morning 
jftnd afternoon of that first day of the week, but 
night was not suffered to close in before that 
Jesus made a further manifestation of Himself to 
His disciples that He was indeed risen from the 
dead. And this was in the evening, as the dis- 
ciples were assembled together, the doors being 
shut for fear of the Jews : then came Jesus and 
stood in the midst, and saith imto them, '' Peace 
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be unto you." Even then we are told by another 
account of this same circumstance, that they were 
afi&ighted^ and supposed that they had seen a 
spirit. And it was not till He had showed them 
His hands and His side, that they were convinced 
it was their Lord himself : " Then were the dis- 
ciples glad when they saw the Lord." 

It was a happy time for them, a glorious mo- 
ment when they were assured that it was their 
very same Lord and Master, Jesus, whom they 
had loved, served, and followed throughout His 
ministry, until " cut off out of the land of the 
living" by a violent and shameful death. For 
Him they had been mourning and sorrowing, 
whilst the enemies of Christ were rejoicing, and 
congratulating themselves ; but now "their sorrow 
was turned into joy," according to His own word 
and promise to them. 

And this is the right order of things here in this 
life : sorrow first, then joy. Unless the disciples 
had sorrowed with Jesus, for Him, and in His suf- 
ferings, they had not now rejoiced in seeing Him 
alive from the dead. 

" If we be dead with Him, we shall also live 
with Him :" that is, if we enter sincerely and 
intelligently into His death, with a spiritual and 
experimental application of it to ourselves, as the 
sacrifice for our sins, whereby the just wrath of 
God is turned away from us, and God is reconciled 
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to US. If we believe this, not merely assenting to 
it in our minds, but with such a faith as deeply 
affects our hearts, working a mighty change within 
us, weaning our affections from earthly things, and 
riveting them on Him to whom we owe our aU ; 
such a faith as so fills us with gratitude for the 
redemption He has wrought out for us, as to be 
the death, or at least the dying, of sin within us. 
Then, indeed, shall we also participate in His life, 
feeling the power of His resurrection-life working 
within us, and preparing us for our own resurrec- 
tion, and life in glory with Him hereafter. But 
those who have never felt any bitter sorrow for 
their sins, no sympathy with Jesus in His suffer- 
ings (except perhaps a sentimental admiration of 
His heroic patience and fortitude), but who have 
not known Him, and felt with Him as suffering 
for them, — they can feel no joy, no gladness of 
heart at the thought of His resurrection. 

When the disciples saw their Saviour, their 
hopes revived : they knew that it was Jesus, who 
had been dead, for He showed them His hands and 
His side, — the marks of the nails and of the spear. 
It could be no other : His appearance. His voice, 
His manner was the same ; or, perhaps, a shade 
less of the earth, and a glow more of the heavenly. 
The shut doors were now no impediment to Him, 
for He was in His spiritual. His resurrection body ; 
not yet indeed clothed in its full glory, for .that 



BE GLAD ; he's kisen. 95 

would have been too much for them to bear, nor 
could their recognition of Him have been so com- 
plete. But still there He came, the doors being 
shut, and stood in the midst, — Shaving now done 
for ever with death, with the grave, with suffering, 
and with weakness ; — an evidence and- token of 
Divine power in His resurrection from the dead. 
What holy, joyful wonder must have filled the 
hearts of the disciples, as the solid truth took 
possession of the minds of one and all that Jesus 
was risen indeed ! 

" A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, 
because her hour is come : but as soon as she is 
delivered of the child, she remembereth no more 
the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the 
world. And ye now, therefore, have sorrow : but 
I win see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, 
and your joy no man taketh from you." So said 
Jesus shortly before His crucifixion, and now His 
words were fulfilled. He saw them again, and 
their eyes saw Him, and their hearts rejoiced. It 
was a joyful time when Joseph made himself 
known to his brethren, and they knew that it was 
Joseph, and were assured of his free forgiveness 
and brotherly love, and thus were delivered out of 
a great strait and difi&culty into which they were 
brought. But this occasion exceeded that, when 
Jesus showed Himself to His disciples as living 
again from the dead. 
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The joy that the disciples were now gladdened 
with was of that holy and spiritual kind that no 
man conld ever take it from them; not aU. the 
malice and hostility of the enemies of Christ, the 
persecutions of worldly potentates, or even death 
itself, should ever rob them of it. For it was a 
heart-joy, cheering their hearts and spirits, and 
giving them courage to surmount all the opposition 
and tribulation they could meet with. Men might 
threaten them, might imprison them, persecute 
them, put them to death, but they could not pluck 
away this jewel out of their heart. It was to abide 
with them for ever. 

What was there for them to fear in death, seeing 
their Lord and Master, in whom they trusted, had 
overcome death and the grave ? In His case they 
had just seen "death swallowed up in victory.** 
The certainty of His life, and His triumph over 
all the powers of hell, would arm them with an 
invincible courage to suffer and endure for His 
sake. The assurance of His resurrection, and the 
power which it manifested, wotdd be sufficient to 
support them in the greatest distresses and con- 
flicts that mortal could bear. They would re- 
member His words, and would realize the power 
of them in their own souls : " Because I live, ye 
shall live also:" "Then were the disciples glad 
when they saw the Lord." They took this reap- 
jDearance of Christ unto them, after his resurrection, 
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as a confirmation and assurance of all the love and 
kindness that He had uniformly professed towards 
them whilst He was with them on earth. Never 
in one single instance had they cause to doubt His 
sincerity. He had been faithful to them, even 
unto death ; and now this sign crowned all, that 
He appeared unto them again after His resurrec- 
tion from the dead. And they saw Him armed 
with Almighty power on their behalf. His love 
for them not one whit diminished, and His power 
to help them greater than before ; for He was 
about to ascend unto His Father : " I ascend unto 
my Father and your Father, and unto my God and 
your Grod." 

And what word did Jesus speak to them when 
He saw them agaia after His passion ? Doubtless 
He spake many cheering and comforting words, 
that did their hearts good to hear, and caused 
them to bum within them : but one word is 
recorded as the first and chiefest, and the burden 
of all the rest, and that was, " Peace be unto you." 
He died to make their peace with God, and now 
He rises again, and comes with a fresh message of 
it, to put them, as it were, into possession of this 
legacy, •that He had to leave them; not a legacy 
of earthly possessions, riches, or honours of this 
world, that fade away, but of His own pure, holy, 
spiritual, and abiding peace. It was as if He had 
said, — all is now accomplished for your salvation. 
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The work that I undertook for you, in obedience 
to the will of my Father, I have finished. Every 
charge that might have been brought against you 
is answered, every demand is met, every debt is 
cancelled, the last grain of the ransom-price for 
your souls has been fully paid ; with My blood I 
have purchased and redeemed you unto God. And 
now take and enjoy the peace, which is the fruit, 
the effect, and the result of all this. Take it your- 
selves, treasure it up in your hearts, and never 
part with it any more. It is what you want, and 
what you will need, for in the world you must 
expect to have tribulation, but " in Me ye shall 
have peace." Never, then, lose this peace that I 
give you ; never suffer it to be disturbed by sin or 
unbelief. Prize it above all the world has to offer 
you : keep it, and it will keep you. It is what 
**the world cannot give, neither can it take it 
away." 

We have now, dear brethren, pondered awhile 
on this glorious circumstance j and now the ques- 
tion comes. How do we regard it ? What is this 
to us ? If the disciples were glad when they saw 
their risen Lord, has the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead gladdened our hearts and 
filled us with holy joy ? And is the thought of it 
a continual source of rejoicing with us ? Do we 
see in it a solid ground of hope in matters that 
concern the eternal welfare of our souls ? Is this 
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Jesus, who rose again from the dead the first day 
of the week, our Jesus ? Have we ever been led 
to sorrow over His sufferings, feeling them to be 
accounted for only by our sins and iniquities, 
which He humbled Himself to bear? Do we 
cordially assent to, and believe in, the Scriptural 
statement, that " He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, bruised for our iniquities" ? (Is. liii. 5.) 
Do we not merely look upon Him as a patient and 
innocent sufferer, a regenerator of the human race 
by the perfectness of His example ; but do we 
discern in Him the print of the nails, and the 
mark of the spear, — those scars that are never 
to be obliterated (Eev. v. 6), learning the lesson 
this is designed to teach us, — that the chief, the 
sole cause of His sufferings, man's sin, must not 
be forgotten? Do we each of us for ourselves 
individually believe that the guilt of my sins, 
which He was then bearing upon the cross by 
anticipation, added a poignancy to the grief and 
suffering He then endured ? If so, then we shall 
be glad that our Lord has risen again from the 
dead, for we shall see in His resurrection a con- 
clusive evidence of our justification and clearance 
in the sight of God. (Eom. iv. 25.) If He bore 
our guilt, and suffered imto death in so doing, 
then His rising again is an indubitable proof that 
the satisfaction He offered to God his Father, on 
our behalf, is complete, and that, consequently, our 
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guilt is passed away, and that ''there is now no 
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." 
(Som. viiL 1.) 

And, dear brethren, is not this calculated to 
mate you glad ? Does the prisoner, convicted of 
a capital crime, rejoice when he experiences the 
exercise of the prerogative of mercy from the 
throne ? And have not we cause to be glad, when 
we find ourselves not only pardoned, but made 
just in the sight of God ; yea, in Christ, as though 
we had never sinned (2 Cor. v. 21) : " the righte- 
ousness of God in Him " ? 

Let us not then, dear brethren, stop short of 
seeking to know, with the Apostle, " the power of 
His resurrection ;" even though in conjunction 
therewith a " fellowship of His sufferings " should 
be entailed upon us. (Phil. iii. 10.) Eemembering 
that the same Apostle has said, " If we suffer, we 
shall also reign with Him." (2 Tim. ii. 12.) Do 
you wish for peace, true peace, peace with God, 
and victory over death, — seek it from Jesus. When 
He came into the midst of His disciples, and 
showed Himself as their risen Lord, He brought 
peace with Him, peace on His lips ; and if you 
seek His presence now, that He " may dwell in 
your heart by faith " (Eph. iii. 17), by His spirit, it 
will bring present peace and future glory to your 
soul. 

Are you, then, in trouble, — in tribulation ? Bring 
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your burden to Jesus, He can ease you. He invites 
you, " Come unto Me, ye heavy-laden ones, I will 
give you rest." Do you doubt His goodness. His 
power, or His willingness to receive you? You 
need not, for have you not His own word, "He 
that cometh unto Me, I will in nowise cast out " ? 
He is able to more than make up to you the sor- 
rows that you experience in the world, and the 
tribulation you have to go through here, by His 
peace. Only seek that, possess yourself of that, 
and you will be able to smile at trouble, and feel 
yourself amazingly lifted up by faith and hope, 
and spiritual joy, above aU the waves of this 
troublesome world. 

Take the resurrection of Jesus Christ as the 
pledge and earnest of your own. And against all 
the weights, burdens, pains, and anguish of this 
mortal life, put into the opposite scale the certain 
hope of being freed from them all one day. The 
comforting assurance that even every tear of grief 
shall be wiped away by your heavenly Father, and 
nothing but eternal blessedness, eternal joy, and 
eternal peace attend you. We dwell too much on 
our present troubles, which are but momentary, 
and too little on our future glory, which is for 
ever. (2 Cor. iv. 17.) 
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